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BROTHER ALVARO RODRIGUEZ ECHEVERRIA, FSC
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Brother Alvaro, a native Costa Rican, has been the Superior General since 2000. He was
the President of the Union of Superiors General from 2001 to 2006 and participated in
the Synod of Bishops in 2001 and 2006. He served most of his life in Central America
where he was Director of Novices and Provincial for the District of Central America which
included Panama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. During his time as
Provincial, Guatemala suffered from civil strife resulting in the deaths of thousands of
indigenous people and many religious including Brother James Miller. In 1993, he was
elected Vicar General of the Institute. He holds graduate degrees in Religious Studies
from the Institute of Pius X of the University of Salamanca, Spain, and in Philosophy from
the La Salle University of Mexico City.

BERNARD J. LEE, S.M., PHL., THD.
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Fr. Bernard Lee is a noted lecturer, author of ten books, co-author of four others and
author of multiple articles in scholarly and popular media. The Beating of Great Wings:
A Worldly Spirituality for Active, Apostolic Communities. Mystic, Connecticut: Twenty-
Third Publications, 2004, is a groundbreaking work that speaks of reinventing religious
life while still being faithful to the founder’s spiritual goals. It is guaranteed to provoke
thoughtful discussion. Also of interest will be his current research on the contemporary
U.S. Catholic church and his efforts to design and implement outreach programs for
young adults in the U.S.A using a similar model to the successful gatherings in Taize,
France. Fr. Bernard holds graduate degrees in Greek and Latin from the Catholic Univer-
sity of America, Washington, DC, Contemporary Philosophy from Universite de Fribourg,
Switzerland, and Philosophical and Systematic Theology from the Graduate Theological
Union, University of California, Berkeley.

SISTER MARY SuJitA, S.N.D.
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! Prior to her two six year terms as Superior General of the Sisters on Notre Dame,
| Sr. Mary served her community and the people of India as a teacher, a social work-
- | er and the social service coordinator for the Patna Province of the Sisters of Notre
~ | Dame. For eight years she was the Bihar State Project Officer for the empowerment
] of Women in the State of Bihar, a project of UNICEF and the Government of India.
Sr. Mary regularly shares her experiences and wisdom with non-profit groups and reli-
gious communities throughout the world, including the Brothers’ 2007 General Chapter.
Sr. Mary holds a B.A from Sophia College, Bombay, a M.S.W. from Nirmala Niketan,
Bombay, a diploma in Mass Media Communication from St. Xavier’s, Bombay, and stud-
ied Micro Credit Enterprise Development at Bharam University, England.
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LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION 2012

BROTHERS

WITNESSING COMMUNION

CALL TO PRAYER

Let us rememberE.
that we are in the Holy Presence of God.

READING: from Evangelii Nuntiandi, Paul VI

21. Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by witness. Take a Christian or a handful
of Christians who, in the midst of their own community, show their capacity for
understanding and acceptance, their sharing of life and destiny with other people,
their solidarity with the e  fforts of all for whatever is noble and good. Let us suppose
that, in addition, they radiate in an altogether simple and una ffected way their faith in
values that go beyond current values, and their hope in something that is not seen
and that one would not dare to imagine. Through this wordless witness these
Christians stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of those who see how they live:
Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it that inspires
them? Why are they in our midst? Such a witness is already a silent proclamation of
the Good News and a very powerful and e  ffective one.

Brief Quiet Reflection
LITANY
Leader: Spirit of light,

All: let the fire of your wisdom burn brightly within us.



Leader: Spirit of silence,

All: in the still moment may we be open to GodOs presence.
Leader: Spirit of courage,

All: dispel the bre that lingers in our hearts.

Leader: Spirit of fire,

All: engulf us with the passion of ChristOs love.

Leader: Spirit of peace,

All: help us to be attentive to GodOs word in the world.
Leader: Spirit of joy,

All: enthuse us to proclaim aloud the Good News.
Leader: Spirit of love,

All: compel us to open ourselves to the needs of others.
Leader: Spirit of power,

All: bestow the gift of our strength upon us.

Leader: Spirit of truth,

All: guide us to walk in the way of Christ.

PART TWO

FIRST READING #1.:

From Circular 461: Associated for the Lasallian Mission: An Act of Hope

Lasallian Community Life

6.6. For more than three centuries, Lasallian community life has consisted of the
Brothers, living “together and by association” according to a canonically approved
Rule and governed “by the Body of the Society and by its Superiors.” The mission, the
role and the identity of the Brothers remain clear. During most of the history of the

Institute, the Brothers



have been guarantors of the mission, serving as the heart and the memory of the
Christian Schools and the local communities. Community continues today in service of
the mission; however, a shift has occurred in the Brothers’ role as guardians of the
Lasallian charism. “We have become more aware of our responsibility to be heart,
memory, and guarantors of the Lasallian charism for all Lasallians. At the same
time, we rejoice when other Lasallians take on this responsibility.”

6.7. We acknowledge that many of the fruits of Vatican Il are abundantly clear to us in
this first decade of the 21st century.

The time is “now” for the laity in the Church, and more specifically in our Lasallian
Family, to accept co-responsibility for the mission. Even if we were still 17,000
Brothers strong, as in the nineteen-sixties, no one should be surprised by this
movement of the Spirit. It is ours to embrace.

6.8. Over the past few decades, a new phenomenon has appeared in Lasallian
community life. The Institute recognizes not only the communities composed entirely
of Brothers but also the communities of various combinations of Brothers, other
consecrated religious, single and married persons, priests, and deacons. These latter
forms are more prevalent in the RELEM and USA/Toronto Regions than in the RELAL,
RELAF, and PARC Regions, where some of the Districts view this development with
reserve. Many of these communities include publicly committed associates, who in
some cases devote a percentage or contribute most of their salary to support the
community.

6.9. Reflecting accurately the Institute’s situation today, we must emphasize that we
do not prefer one form of community life to another. What we want to clarify (because
we often hear it as a critique) is that the reason for establishing these so-called mixed
or lay communities is not merely because they occur in areas that have fewer
vocations to the Brothers’ life. The Institute strengthens its “unity in diversity”

by realizing that its principal goal is to secure the future of the Lasallian mission
through vibrant expressions of community life. The Institute welcomes and supports
new forms of Lasallian community life because they have value in and of themselves,
not because there is no other alternative.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. “We rejoice when other Lasallians take on this responsibility.” Do we really
rejoice? What is your reaction to this statement?
2. How well have we embraced the idea of “co-responsibility”? Is it a reality?

3. How well does paragraph 6.8 describe our district reality?

4. Reread the final sentence: what value do “new forms of Lasallian community
life” have?



READING #2:
from the Pastoral Latter to the Brothers, 2009, Bro. Alvaro

Our small Church

Our community, that small Church should radiate fditbpe, and love. We should strengthen
the visibility of our communities. Many times we are recognized by for wkatdo and,
generally, this is very good,; fewer times are ngeognized for who we are. What do young
people knowabout our prayer life and about how we share the exper@nGed? About our
living together as Brothers, supporting and loving one another? We should make thisible
community dimension, that dimension that makeshesChurch of Jesus Christ. The Spanish
theologian LuisGonzflez-Carvajal Santabtrbara tells us that evangelizattbe future will be
based more and more on tBeome andgeenodel (cf. John 1: 39); come to my community
andyou will discover an alternative lifestyle, characterized by:

¥Familiarity with God Owhich makes us cry out Abba, Fath@R@nans 8: 15).

¥Human equality: OAs for you, do not be called ORabbi.®&%e but one teacher, and you are
all brothers. Call no onen earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven.

Do not be called OMasterO; you have but one mastdegsiahO (Matthew 23: 8 - 10).
¥Service OYou know that the rulers of the Gentiles lomvigr them, and the great ones make
their authority ovethem felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoeistes to be
great among you shall be your servamhioever wishes to be first among you shall be your
slave@Matthew 20: 25 - 28).

¥Freedom OFor freedom Christ set us free; so stand firmdantbt submit again to the yoke of
slaveryO (Galatians 5: 1).

¥Sharing as opposed thaving, like those first Christiangho OAIl who believed were together
and had all things inommonO (Acts 2: 44).

¥Unconditional love: Ol give you a new commandment: love another. As | have loved you,
so you also should lovene anotherO (John 13: 34), that is to say, even if youdawee your
life for others (John 15: 13).

As a small Church, we are also the People of God, the 8oGrist, the Dwelling Place of the
Spirit. As the People aBod, we are on a historical pilgrimage, carrying withirthes joy and
happiness, the pain and anguish of all humankiedare pilgrims in search of a final homeland,
andthis makes us feel that we are on the move as we dintimesimportance of many things,
always going towards theopia of the Kingdom. As members of religious life we aked to

be aware of the pilgrim condition of the ChuroBsponding with initiative and creativity to the
calls of Godin history. As pilgrims we should concern ourselves so risabne is orphaned
along the road; that is the basis for pueferential love for the poor, the small, the fallég the
Body of Christ, we are characterized by fratermityich assures unity and communion. Joining
forces for themission, friendship, open dialogue, vital, fraternal and expresslaéonships,
co-responsibility, shared mission, associationthe educational service of the poor, starting
from different vocations within concentric circles that anere and more broad within a
common search.

As the Dwelling Place of the Spirit, we are characterizebéagg witness of the transcendent,
interior men, visible witnessed the maternal face of God, making real what asised of us by



our last General ChapteWe are called to be companions for others along the pathway of
their own spirituality. We need Brothers and communities that live the Gospel
authentically. We need Brothers and communities that unleash an unstoppable process of
conversion that will help us to respond to what God asks of us! (44» General Chapter, page
14, 2.9).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. How good are we at being Oa small ChurchO? How do we measure up by the
characteristics listed by Br. Alvaro?

2. How and when do we serve as O companions for others along the pathway of their own
spiritualityO?

READING #3:
from the Pastoral Latter to the Brothers, 2009, Bro. Alvaro

John Paul Il, in his Apostolic LetteNovo Milenio Ineunte, said that the Church in this new
century mustommit to practical and concrete love for every human being (49). Thatis to say,
the Church must be human and give witness tadabe of Jesus, merciful and compassionate,
always close tdhe concrete poor and to those who suffer. The letter goés say that this
must be done withimagination and creativity” (NMI 50), in a way that others can see that the
handsand feet are ours and that they recognize us, accorditige ttnage suggested by our
Founder, as guardian angelscbildren and young people who have been entrusteditothe
LordOs loving providence (cf. Meditations 197, 198).

The needs of the young, the growth of the Church, the advancement of God's Kingdom are our
essential objectives.

This in reality summarizes the contribution that we, as religi@rashers, are called to give to
the Church and to th&orld. We are called to be brothers of Christ, deeply united with him, the
firstborn among many brothers (Rom 8:29); brothers to one another, in mutual love and working
together in the Church in the same service of what is good; brothers to everyone, in their witness

to Christ’s love for all, especially the lowliest, the neediest; brothers for a greater brotherhood

in the Church (Vita Consecrata, 60).

This text fromVita Consecrata no doubt awakens an echomany of us concerning what the
Rule of 1987 alreadipold us:By the fraternal character of their community life and

their active and selfless presence among those they serve, the Brothers witness to the possibility

of creating true brotherhood among people and nations (Rule, 9). 1 am convinced that as
Brothers we can offer to the Church the witness of Chsdirother and the call to continue his
mission for buildingof a world where all can feel that they are brothers and sistaréng from
the spirituality of communion whictoday we all want to live out in the Churchhis is our
principal contribution to building up GodKimgdom and we can always live this commitment,
regardlessof age or the process of association with which we weitk lay persons; our



fraternity is open to unexpected horizo@air vocation advances the egalitarian eschatological
state of GodOs Kingdom, in whose service is the Churcluanilaternal life in community
makes present. | like tihink of the Brother as theicrament of the horizontal dimension that
keeps us from calling persons father or teaemet invites us to call one another Brother and
live like brothers.

REFLECTION QUESTION

In this section of his pastoral letter, Brother Alvaro speaks very directly to the theme
of Owitnessing communionO. What statements or insights do you Pnd most striking or
challenging?

PART THREE

WITNESSING COMMUNION: How We Are Perceived By Our Lasallian Partners

Lasallian Partners around the District were asked to respond to these two questions:
-How do you experience the Brothers as best witnessing communion?
-In what ways could the Brothers enhance the power of their withess?

The following are some of their responses; as you will see, these are partners who
work with the Brothers in school-related ministries. If you are in another setting or if
you are retired and volunteer, you are invited to read through these, but also to
speculate on how those you serve and possibly live among might respond.
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My experience with the Brothers has always been a good and positive one. However | am in the same
age group as most of them, give or take 5+ years. | don't see them as much to identify for our students
however. That is too bad, because | don't think they see themselves at all as possible followers of the
Founder.

They are all present around the school in their own capacity. Their presence is known.

The Brothers in our community express communion by their simple presence together at school-
related functions. Whenever there is an activity, at least one of the Brothers is there to show his
support and encouragement for the student participants as well as for the faculty moderators and
coaches. The following day, they are quick to offer praise and positive comments about the play,
concert, or athletic competition they attended. This is communion and solidarity with the student
body and staff.

For me the most obvious experience of the Brothers witnessing communion is their devotion to
community prayer, two times a day morning and evening. They make a very conscious effort to have
prayer and work to have their schedule fit around the prayer times. It is special when one or more of
the Brothers will share something, typically the remembrance of a deceased Brother and how his life/
actions are relevant to a circumstance that day or in recent times. It kind of makes one realize how the
Christian Brothers charism can transcend time. Another time of witnessing is when meals are shared
with guests. The group can really come together and the conversation often reflects on the activities of
Brothers who have been a part of our ministry at some point.

The Brothers have always been part of our school community, opening their home as a gathering place
for the faculty and students and participating in the various faculty and student retreat programs and
involved in the many co-curricular programs on campus.

The Brothers in our community bring a sense of stability.  Throughout the years, many excellent
teachers and administrators have been the models of what we today call a Lasallian education. By my
contact with the Brothers, | have found something that drew me to the mission and to the ways of
educating that had always been a part of me. Many others in our community feel the same connection
to the charism that the Brothers have shared so generously with us.

The three Brothers at our school do not seem to get along well with each other, you would not see
them talking or interacting at all. | think they all have some issues around interpersonal effectiveness.

We have two brothers on campus, one still working in the school and one in retirement. | have been
privileged to witness their communion by the care they show for one another. They collaborate
together on projects, and | view them as a team, truly as brothers to one another.

One of the things that attracted me to the Brothers in high school more than 40 years ago — and that
continues to motivate my relationship with them — was a “something” | could perceive, but not define.
Over time, | came to recognize it as a commitment to the ministry and a growing commitment to the
charism of the Founder. | think it would be impossible to live in community without sharing a bedrock
belief in the relevance both of the ministry and the communal life. Through my years of association
with several Brothers’ communities | have been able to witness and be inspired by the hard work that it
takes to live in community — and the reality that the shared commitment creates a value that is more
than the sum of its parts.

Specifically, our Brothers open their home to us for socials after school throughout the school year.
Each of them, in their own way, provide a sense of "presence" for faculty and staff as well as students.



They are aware of the climate and contribute in immeasurable ways to making that climate one that
fosters positive relationships for parents, teachers, and students.

Recently, here on campus, we have been witness to a renewal of community and communion among
the brothers and by extension into the wider campus community. This is evident to even the most
disaffected faculty and employee. Even for all of the difficulties and struggles it has faced, the push to
bring a stronger Lasallian character to our community has made the brothers more visible, and with
them, a feeling for their life in communion and its implications for us. Many opportunities are springing
up here and there that are (in my mind anyway) opportunities for formation, or better put,
opportunities to share in the charism that is and will always be so central to the community of
brothers.

Needless to say, the presence of two or three brothers at basketball, soccer, hockey, and other student
productions is a key sign around here of the communion that builds a spirit of shared endeavor that
aims not just at the head but also at the heart.

For me, as a faculty member, it has always been a deep sign of communion to see one or two brothers
in the benches, teaching minds; modeling the second purpose and intent of the Lasallian charism, to be
pastoral to these learners. Of course, when we hire faculty who simply want to come and "do their job"
and go home, we can see those folks experiencing struggle and strife around the idea that, in a
Lasallian context, one's work has a pastoral element.

The Brother who best "role modeled" all the virtues and values of being a true Lasallian was Brother
Michael. | saw him do it with students, staff, alumni, and friends. He did it naturally. He always made
others feel like they were important. It might have been simply because he always greeted everyone.
He always asked "how are you" and expected an answer back, especially with students. That made
students feel like they were important. Over the years, | saw him do it many times, with many people,
and he would always "listen" more than speak. That's why so many felt like he touched their heart.

2. In what ways could the Brothers enhance the power of their witness?

| always think that the best way to increase the power of your witness is by letting the joy of what you
are doing come out and be visible to the people around you. A joyful Christian brother is the best
witness that living a life in service to God is both noble and satisfying.

More presence.

The Brothers have always been men of humility, but | think at times they have steered away from giving
themselves warranted attention. Your story, your mission, your network, and your charism needs to be
shared with 21st century mediums. | am confident if you encode the Lasallian charism in new mediums,
more men would consider the brothers as a possible vocation.

Maybe as an organization they could sponsor events for the kids. Maybe a game night or maybe they
can set something up where they teach the kids something outside of school in a mentoring way such
as woodworking or other "how-to" kinds of things.

By talking to people in the community. There is one Brother that is just plain mean to others. | believe
my school has perpetuated this by not requiring the Brothers to adhere to the same expectations as
the rest of the staff (chaperoning, attending pepfests, liturgies, etc).



| think it would be helpful for the Brothers to talk about what it is that they do, why they chose their
vocation etc. There could be so much opportunity for the students to learn more about them and it
would be interesting!

The Brothers of our community are doing so much right now that there is not much more they can do.
They are examples of what it means to be “Brothers” to those entrusted to their care and they serve as
role models for what it means to be a positive, male, Catholic role model to our students.

1. Promote community.
2. Promote social justice.
3. Find ways to serve the poor.

Sending a video message, like the one done at Christmas, is great. Videos give students an opportunity
to see more Brothers than the few we have at our school; students learn of the regional, national, and
international communities. At our school, we could do a better job of "putting Brothers in front of
students." We could do history reports on particular moments in the life of the Founder or martyred
Brothers; we could do English and Religion class essays on excerpts from the Meditations or "The Work
is Yours/Salm;" we could have student "befriender" groups who routinely visit home-bound Brothers;
we could make Brother Trading Cards in digital art classes--the cards could have a picture and short bio
of a Brother, students would carry one each week as a special prayer partner and then trade them each
Monday.

Attending more sporting or extra-curricular events.
They could be more social, but | do not know if that is in their nature. They seem to be introverts.

It would be great to see them lead some sort of program(s) at school. Whether that means an
extracurricular club or a liturgy, it would be nice to see more of their spiritual leadership.

The Christian Brothers whom have impacted me have been ones who engaged me, and communicated
with me so | was able to get to know them. Communication, and willingness to do so, is the first step.

I'm not sure where to go with this question. | see them in the above-mentioned instances. When |
attend school functions such as games, plays or concerts | assume the Brothers are also there, so |
guess that is another aspect of a presence.

With fewer brothers at our school, it is very important that the Brothers make themselves visible for all
to see and follow their lead in the Lasallian tradition.

| do think that the Lasallian Volunteers living in the Brothers' residence has opened up that space more
hospitably. Over the years | think the Brothers have opened their home to a variety of people in need,
but it isn't spoken of much, so even as witness (going back to the first question) not many know that
they offer such charity. What could be different? Crazy as it sounds, | still think learning the history,
meaning of the lyrics and the song (I never get the title right) in French could be a multi-cultural
experience on many levels. Similar to teaching them the school song, but if sung regularly a song/
tradition only Lasallian schools could claim.

| think a continued effort to send messages to students as was done at Thanksgiving and Christmas
through social media is effective.



I’'m not sure | know how to answer this question. One Brother is retired and limited in what he can do.
The other is very visible and accessible to students and the larger community. Our community is
exposed to other Brothers when we have visitors or when we go out to other Lasallian schools or
formation activities. Short of having more brothers on campus and teaching, | don’t know how they
could witness any more than they already do.

| think encouraging the Lasallian Educator of the Year Award is authentic, not politics or favoritism, so it
doesn't lose its value and maybe even presented by a Brother (logistically maybe hard to do, but...)

Simply having the Brothers lead more prayer at assemblies. They may not teach in classrooms anymore,
they are retired, but they still pray, we have other staff doing so, why not them?

Utilize the expertise of Brothers nationally for staff workshops and in-services. We hire and pay other
professionals why not Brothers who are learned in areas of education that traditionally are themes for
such gatherings.

Have Frank Carr come and teach a cooking class!!! Only kidding, | am sure there are bigger plans for
him than that, but maybe some Brothers who do have a hobby, avocation that could in a sort of
seminar, workshop, festival type of atmosphere offer mini-classes or experiences. A traveling troupe of
sorts...is Michael Rivers still doing clowning? Bob Walsh curling? What other myriad of interests the
Brothers have and would be will to introduce to Lasallian communities...

Taking a more active role in spreading the good word about the Lasallian charism and the power of
community life would be a wonderful thing for the Brothers to do. | firmly believe that the Brothers can
remain relevant even in this me-first consumer society that often mocks faith and commitment... that,
in fact, their zeal in living Gospel values is needed now more than ever. | hope the Brothers can take a
serious stab at nurturing vocations. You have a powerful and important story to tell. Lasallian partners
are a part of the picture, but I'd like to see the Brothers out front.

Perhaps one way might be to consciously invite staff to join in prayer and celebrate. Maybe this could
be by helping make us more aware of those “special” days for the Christian Brothers.

Continue to be present in the school and supporting school activities.

The Brothers tend to do pretty much what they want to do —they might talk obedience but ... one
responded to some new changes to policy with a rather smug “whose name is on this school?” —
Another said, when asked about the new provincial, that he was not too concerned who was appointed
because it really didn’t affect his life—he said this in an administrative context with two new
administrators just starting their work here. | think that their vows are important —not sure if poverty
and obedience are modeled.

| think the sense of fraternity and community that our Brothers live is one of the most significant
contributions they make to us. They show us that life in community is about putting the welfare of the
other and the community above self. They show us that living the life they have chosen is filled with
joy. They show us that commitment, stability, and association for a common mission are possible in our
modern world. The brothers have kept the flame of the charism alive for over 300 years and it is a
privilege to share that charism with them today.

Our Brothers are an indispensable part of our school community. They are integral in making us who
we are.



REFLECT AND DISCUSS

Take some time to relBect on these, particularly in your own living and ministry
situation, and then discuss with others your reaction. Again, if you are not involved
directly in a school ministry, how might some of these responses relate to your own
situation and setting?

CLOSING PRAYER
READING: from the Pastoral Latter to the Brothers, 2009, Bro. Alvaro

Along these lines it would be well to recall what Sister Ssjial to us during our last General
Chapter:Saint Paul saw the Church not as an efficient organization but rather as a community
that is a communion of believers filled with the Holy Spirit, enriched by a multitude of gifts, all
commiitted to the transformation of the world into God's Kingdom (1 Corinthians

12: 4 - 7). This can also be said of our communities. This means building communities who are

in and for the mission. No community can exist for the mission without self-transcendence.

Have we not experienced the oppressive effects of members whose lifestyle reflects
individualism, consumerism and excessive professional efficiency? We religious have chosen
many world values in the name of efficiency, prudence and common sense. We know that Jesus
was not particularly known for his prudence, efficiency or strategic planning. But he was known
for his intimacy with Abba, his compassion which empowered him and brought him to his
mission until the very end. Jesus lehimself be led by the Spirit, not only in the desert but @lso
each step of his life and death, faithful in everythingh® will of the Father that was his
nourishment and this the path that the Church should follow and, along withGharch, we
ourselves should follow as well.

Brief Quiet Reflection
RESPONSE: Magnificat of God’s Power

Antiphon: May the Spirit of the Living God renew our souls and protect us from
losing heart.

Awake my soul, believe the saving power of God. Awake my spirit, witness the
awesome strength of God.

You, Living God, give life to the dead. Only in your vitality are we redeemed. Only in
your life-force are we sustained.

You, who alone are powerful, have done great things for us. Your name is Holy
Redeemer. We have seen your loving wonders.

Age after age, we behold your countless labors on our behalf.



We are amazed, awe-struck, humbled and trembling in the presence of your power.

Where people are fallen, you help us lift them up. Where people are sick and
wounded, you teach us to heal them. Where people are conbned, you move us to free
them.

Everywhere you are called Fulbller of the Faithful, for you alone keep faith with those
asleep in the dust. Who is like you, source of Power? Who can compare?

You cause salvation to spring forth from doom, the dead to live anew in your
strength.

Blessed are you, Redeemer, who brings forth life from death.

Antiphon: May the Spirit of the Living God renew our souls and protect us from
losing heart.

Shared Petitions
Our Father
Concluding Prayer:
Most Holy Trinity:

Help us to be Brothers who are visible sings of hope that your Holy Presence enlivens our
world today;

Give us compassionate hearts as we face those brothers and sister who experience the
challenges of human poverty;

Inspire us in word and dee when we meet those who are alone and vulnerable;
Me us welcoming and available persons to all those who feel excluded and depressed;

May your church on earth be a community of truth and love, the symbol of freedom and
justice, so that all people may find in it abundant reasons for faith, hope and love;

An may we Brothers of the Christian Schools be genuine ambassadors and ministers of your
Gospel to all of those entrusted to our care;

We ask all these things, O loving God of the Universe, in the name of Jesus our Brothers,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and with the intercession of Saint John Baptist de La
Salle and all our saintly Brothers. Amen!

Brother ¢lvaro Rodr'guez Echeverr'a, FSC



