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Brothers Congress will be this month

The Brothers Congress, the second part of the Midwest District Chapter, will be held in Techny, IL, from October 25th to 28th. The Planning Committee includes Brothers James Gaffney, Milton Barker, Patrick Conway, Armand Alcazar, Larry Schatz and Frank Carr. 

General Chapter materials are now available online

The Documents of the 44th General Chapter have been published in Circular 455, “Being Brothers Today: Open Eyes, Burning Hearts.” This Circular is now available online at www.lasalle.org and can be downloaded and saved or printed. The sixty-page report was published on September 15th in Rome. Printed copies will be available and mailed later. 

Young Lasallians promote Day for Peace

The International Council of Young Lasallians (ICYL) has invited all Young Lasallians to come together for an International Lasallian Day of Prayer for Peace. Young Lasallians are encouraged in their own school, group or District, and in their own way to show solidarity with their brothers and sisters who are in areas of conflict and who are suffering unjustly. This project should be undertaken during the third week of October which will unify many Young Lasallian movements, Districts and Regions in one international Lasallian Community. A special focus will be on Sunday, October 21st. A Prayer for Peace for the day is at the end of this issue. The initiatives could take the form of but are not limited to the following: prayers services, campaigns, peaceful marches, workshops, art exhibitions, intercultural activities, inter-religious activities, sending letters to authorities calling for peace. Those who plan programs are encouraged to forward the details to ICYL to share with other interested groups. For further updates and correspondence regarding this initiative or any other ICYL project write icyl@lasalle.org or visit the website on www.lasalle.org .        

Lasallian Volunteers participated in the Chicago Marathon

Nineteen current and former Lasallian Volunteers participated in the Chicago Marathon on October 7th despite the heat. Three of the runners serve in the Chicago area and seven are graduates of Midwest Lasallian universities. Together the runners’ goal was to raise $26,200 - $1,000 per mile of the race – as their contribution towards ensuring the success of the next generation of Lasallian Volunteers. The LV Program is still accepting donations for this event which will generate revenue for recruitment, promotion of the organization, and support for future volunteers. Contact Seth Whetzel for opportunities to donate even after the event - swhetzel@cbconf.org .

Visitors of the Region will meet soon

The Visitors of this Region will have a day of retreat on October 11th in Napa, CA, followed by two days of meetings. They will welcome Brother Tim Coldwell, new Visitor of NOSF, and Brother Dennis Malloy, new Visitor of Baltimore. Brothers Tom Johnson (Vicar General) and Claude Reinhardt (Resident General Councilor) will join Brother Bob Schieler (General Councilor for the US/Toronto Region) as representatives of the General Council. They will discuss the implications of the International Assembly and the General Chapter and how they will be implemented in this Region. Other members of the General Council will be attending meetings in other parts of the Institute. 

Lasallian Volunteers expand staff to the West Coast

Through a special grant from the Soda Foundation, the Lasallian Volunteers started a pilot program to increase their staff presence on the West Coast. Kelly Botto, LV 2005-2007, has joined the staff for a few hours of work each month. She will connect with the Oakland, San Francisco and Portland volunteers and will alert the office of opportunities for recruitment and promotion of the program. She will help to develop ways for the Bay Area LV alums to link with each other and with the program. Kelly is a graduate of SMUMN, served two years as a Volunteer, and is now in the Lasallian Fellows Program at Saint Mary’s College. The Soda Foundation funds projects only in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties. 

Lasallian Youth gathered in Minneapolis

Each summer students from Lasallian high schools in the District gather for a week of sharing faith, service and community – the three pillars of Lasallian Youth. This summer students from the Twin Cities Lasallian high schools co-hosted the week from July 21st to 27th. Lasallian Youth from Memphis, St. Louis, Chicago and Manitowoc, WI, were greeted by forty-five young Lasallians from Totino-Grace, Cretin-Derham Hall, Holy Family and De La Salle. The group included twenty-seven college students who have continued their association with the Lasallian movement. The students settled in for a week of examining the Lasallian world both locally and globally. They had opportunities to be of service at local agencies including House of Charity, Sharing and Caring Hands, Second Harvest Food Bank and Feed My Starving Children. Next summer the group will gather in Chicago. 

Brother Jaime Hilario and his companions celebrated on October 9 

Saint Jaime Hilario Barbal, a Spanish Brother, was forced to give up teaching because of his failed hearing. After he gave up teaching, he began work in the garden at the Brothers' House at San Jose in Tarragona, Spain. In July 1936, during the Spanish Civil War, Brother Jaime was imprisoned at Mollerosa in Zaragoza, Spain for being a religious. On January 15, 1937, he was convicted of being a Christian Brother. Three days later Brother Jaime was shot to death at the Mount of Olives cemetery near Tarragona. He was the first of the ninety-seven Brothers who died in Catalunia, Spain during the Spanish Civil War to be recognized as a martyr. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 29, 1990 and subsequently canonized on November 21, 1999

Baltimore District announced position opening

In accord with the terms of the Baltimore District's Covenant with Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Brother James Butler, Visitor pro tem,  announced the opening of the position of Executive Director of the St. Gabriel's System to all the Brothers. The announcement is also intended for qualified Lasallians in the child welfare works of the New York and LI-NE Districts. Brothers in Administration have been invited to share the announcement with those for whom it might hold interest. 

Regional Education Board meeting was in Providence 

The Regional Education Board (REB) met in Providence, RI, in late September to discuss several important issues of the US/Toronto Region. Among the issues were reports from the Regional Task Force on new structures, the current status of the Nativity Miguel network of schools, the St. Mary’s Press conversation document on Catechesis, and the Notre Dame University study on American Catholic Education. Final preparations were made for the Huether Conference on Literacy to be held in St. Louis, November 15-17. Gordon Hannon of San Miguel Chicago was chosen the Distinguished Lasallian Educator for the Midwest District. Congratulations to Gordon. Richard Engler, Principal of Cretin-Derham Hall was added to the expanded membership of the REB.

Many prayers are available

Brothers or Partners who need prayers for retreats or meetings will be pleased to know that the web page of the Midwest District has many prayers available. New ones are added each month. Check under “Prayers” on the home page. http://www.cbmidwest.org/ In addition, the web page for Christian Brothers Conference http://www.cbconf.org/ also offers a monthly reflection on the home page. Many other prayers are available on the Conference pages. 

Saint Mary’s College of California opened the Santiago Community

This academic year Saint Mary’s College of California opened the Santiago Community, a theme residence hall, in direct response to students’ desire to live with others who share their values: faith, service and community. Named after Brother James Miller, the community is open to juniors and seniors who will share with other students both personal Individual Commitments and Shared Community Experiences. Two student community leaders will provide leadership and support for the students in the residence hall. The students live together in Ageno Hall and started the year with an overnight retreat to reflect upon their community. The first themed residence hall, the Lasallian Community, is also rooted in the themes of faith, service and community, was started in 2004-2005, and is open to sophomores and juniors. For information: Brother Michael Sanderl, Dean of Mission and Ministry, (925) 631.8154. 

Lasallian Youth Moderators will meet in Chicago

Twenty-three Lasallian Youth Moderators from the Midwest District will be gathering at the Cenacle, Chicago from October 21st to October 23rd. The focus of the meeting will be on celebrating the past twenty years of Lasallian Youth and looking towards the future. The event will be facilitated by Tina Bonacci and the retreat on Sunday will be facilitated by Brother Bede Baldry.  This will be an opportunity for the Moderators to gather for a few days of networking, praying, refocusing and renewal.

Location changed for the fall LLI

The fall 2007 Midwest LLI gathering will take place from October 11-13.  The focus is on Lasallian Spirituality, and Brother Donald Mouton and Kevin Regan will be the presenters for this session. Given the labor disputes at the Burr Ridge Marriott, the site of the fall gathering has been changed to the Wyndham O’Hare in Rosemont.  

The RMFB will meet this month 

The Regional Mission Formation Board (RMFB) will be meeting at Manhattan College from October 14-15.  The Board is charged with discussing, designing and evaluating the various formation programs that are offered in the Region.  The topic of this meeting will be an evaluation of the various summer formation opportunities. Tina Bonacci is the Midwest District representative on this Board.

New online formation program coming from Australia

From October 30th to November 4th the Midwest District will host the tutor training for a new on-line Lasallian formation program developed by Australia/NZ/PPG. The program will give those who typically cannot attend other formation programs the opportunity to learn more about the Lasallian heritage. The plan is for the first pilot program to begin in July 2008. Participants include Brother Gerard Rummery and Trish Carroll of the A/NZ/PPG District. Tina Bonacci is the Midwest District contact person.

Health Updates

· Brother John Johnston is resting at St. Francis Hospital. He has developed a mouth and throat infection from the antibiotics and chemotherapy. He is also being treated for a low white blood cell count. He continues to decline. 

· Brother Rob Veselsky had outpatient surgery to remove a ruptured disc in his lower back on October 3rd. He was at Methodist University Hospital, Memphis.

· Brother Richard Brady was hospitalized for care of a foot wound that was not healing well. Shortly afterwards, he went into a coma and was on a respirator for nine days. He did come out of that and “seems like his old self.” His diabetes is being managed with insulin. On Wednesday, October 9, he will be discharged to Holy Family long term/acute care (LTAC) facility in Chicago.  He has a PIC line in his chest which delivers long term antibiotic for his slowly healing foot wound.

· Brother Frank Walsh initially had a dizzy spell and was transported to Winona Community Hospital to determine the cause. There has been internal bleeding and doctors are trying to determine the source. 

· Brother Denis Sutter was hospitalized with pneumonia and has been undergoing tests to determine erratic blood pressure. Once the BP is stabilized, doctors want to determine the location of a blockage. Parkinson’s is a complicating factor. He will likely be sent to a rehab center when released from the hospital so his recovery can be monitored.

· Brother Adrian Powers is doing very well after having gallstones removed during an endoscopic procedure.

· Brother Chris Kavanaugh continues to live with cancer.  He has been receiving outpatient care at Loyola University Medical Center’s Cardinal Bernadin Cancer Center.  His oncologist is the same doctor who cared for Cardinal Bernadin.  

· Brother Peter Dannecker was recently hospitalized and is now home recuperating after a bout of pneumonia. 

· Brother Nick Schumer received a report from his endocrinologist that his diabetes average blood sugar report from the last three months was “the best yet.”  

· Brother Edward Salgado (Baltimore) of the Lambert Hall community is doing better following treatments for an infection from a ruptured diverticula. 

· Helen Friedel, a long-time CBC-St. Louis counselor and someone active in Lasallian formation, sent word that she has tried some alternative treatments for cancer which included a recent visit to Tulsa. Contact her at 730 N. Jefferson, Florissant, MO, 63031. (314) 921-4464. hfriedel@att.net 

· Brother Larry Zeman reported that treatment for returning lung cancer (3 small tumors on the ribs) yielded good news and bad news. Tests showed that the cancer was gone as the eighteen weeks of chemo finished. He is, however, struggling with a long-term side effect--peripheral neuropathy in his feet.

· Brother Joseph Seiler (Driscoll) has a hematoma in the right thigh region, most probably from the angiogram performed last week.  He is on bed rest and receiving blood for the anemia condition. 

Congratulations to

· Fr. Paul Novak, OSM, who was appointed the next President of De La Salle Institute in Chicago. He served at De La Salle from 1993 to 2002 as a teacher and campus minister. He will start at the beginning of the 2008-2009 academic year.

· Most Reverend Pietro Sambi, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, who  received the Bishop Carroll T. Dozier Award for Peace and Justice on October 4th during a ceremony at Christian Brothers University. 

· Brother Dennis Malloy who was appointed as the Visitor of the Baltimore District effective November 1st.

· Brother Augustine Kossuth, who will represent the Midwest District Brothers who have worked in the Peoria Diocese at the annual Honor’s Mass and Banquet at the Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception on November 18th when Bishop Daniel R. Jenky will bestow the Spalding Medal on all the religious orders who have worked in the Catholic schools of the diocese. 

· Cheri Broadhead (TG) who was elected chair of the Mission and Ministry Council and to Marianne Stich (BKHS) who is the Vice-Chair/Secretary.

· Richard Engler, President of Cretin-Derham Hall, received the O’Gorman-Cathedral Alumni Hall of Fame award for Excellence in Service in late September in recognition of the many years he has spent in Catholic education.  O’Gorman is in Sioux Falls, SD.

· Brother Larry Schatz was invested into the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem when the Northern Lieutenancy had its annual assembly on September 15-17 in Minneapolis. Five hundred sixty people participated from eight states. Larry was sponsored by San Miguel benefactor Jacqui Gardner and joined seventy-eight other new members. Brothers Michael Collins and David Carroll (LI-NE) were also present. Other Midwest members of the Order include Brothers John Johnston, Vincent Malham, Louis DeThomasis, and Stan Sobczyk. 

· Congratulations to De La Salle High School as they host the groundbreaking for their long-awaited athletic field on Thursday, October 16 at 2:00 p.m. After four years of planning and fifty hearings and meetings, permission has finally been given for the development of the new athletic field. President Brother Michael Collins, Principal Barry Lieske, the De La Salle Board, and numerous friends and supporters see this as a victory for the young people of De La Salle and of families in Minneapolis. 

Rest in Peace

· Brother Edward (James Edward) Mason, 85, of St. Paul, MN, died on September 7th at United Hospital. A De La Salle Christian Brother for 67 years, he was born James Joseph Mason in Deephaven, MN, the son of John and Rose (Riley) Mason. He attended De La Salle High School in Minneapolis for one year and then transferred to La Salle Institute in Glencoe, MO, where he graduated in 1940. He made his first vows in 1941 and his perpetual vows in 1947. His professional career included teaching, coaching football and serving as athletic director. He was first assigned to St. Mel High School in Chicago and then moved to Cotter High School in Winona, MN. He also taught in St. Joseph and Jefferson City, MO, and in Appleton and Chippewa Falls, WI. From 1961 to 1967 and from 1983 to 1989 he taught at De La Salle High School in Minneapolis. In 1989, he became Director of the Brothers' Community at Dunrovin Retreat Center in Marine-on-St.-Croix, MN. He moved to the Little Sisters of the Poor in 2004. Survivors include sisters-in-law, Phyllis and Sophie Mason, nieces and nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on September 10th at The Little Sisters of the Poor Chapel. His remains were cremated and interred at Resurrection Cemetery, Mendota Heights, MN on September 12th. 

· Olga B. Mooney, 90, mother of Brother Dale, died on September 5th. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on September 8th at St. John’s Church in Arcadia, IA. She is survived by her seven children.

· Oscar (Bud) Holland, 84, brother of Brother Konrad Diebold, died on September 2nd from heart failure. On September 7th a Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Washburn-McReavy-Glen Haven Chapel. Other survivors include two sisters, his children and grandchildren. 

· Julie Schmelzer, 40, sister of Brother Michael, died on September 18th in an auto accident near her home in Orient, OH, in suburban Columbus, OH. Survivors include her four children, two other brothers, one sister, and her mother. A Memorial Service was held on September 22nd at the Church of the Nazarene. Cremation and burial took place in private with the family. 

· Daniel McEnery, former Brother Idonius Baldwin, died on October 5th in Thousand Oaks, CA. He was the brother of the late Brother Daniel McEnery (CBC) who died in 1998. Survivors include his wife Margie. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1OCTOBER HEALTH NOTES

SMILE!

Keep a Healthy Smile---- for Life

The good news:  People are living longer and as adults age, they are more likely to keep their teeth for a lifetime. The bad news:  An estimated 80% of adults currently have some form of periodontal or gum disease. Brushing and flossing regularly will help keep your teeth and gums stay healthier longer. 

Caring for Your Pearly Whites

Brushing - Use a soft-bristled brush appropriate for the size and shape of your mouth to allow you to reach the surface of every tooth. Both manual and powered toothbrushes can effectively clean your teeth. Replace your toothbrush every three months as a worn or frayed brush may injure your gums. Don’t’ forget to brush your tongue - brushing your tongue removes bacteria

and freshens your breath.
Flossing - Floss and interdental cleaners, such as picks, brushes or sticks remove food particles between the teeth. Tips: Guide the floss between your teeth using a gentle rubbing motion moving the floss up and down never snapping the floss into your gums. Don’t forget to floss the back of your last tooth. If you have difficulty handling floss you may prefer to use another kind of interdental cleaner.

What is Periodontal Disease? - Periodontal disease or gum disease is an infection of the tissues surrounding and supporting the teeth. Why does it happen? - Our mouths are full of bacteria that forms a sticky colorless “plaque” on teeth that creates toxins that irritate the gums. When left on the teeth it hardens to form “tartar” and only a dental professional can remove tartar. In the advance stage of periodontal disease, the gums, bone and other tissues in the jaw area become damaged. Even major organs such as the heart can be affected by traveling bacteria. 

Pink Toothbrush, Pink Floss?  The early stage of gum disease is called gingivitis. Gums become red and swollen and may bleed easily with little or no discomfort. At this stage the disease is still reversible and can usually be eliminated by daily flossing and brushing. Watch for advanced disease symptoms of bad breath that won’t go away, painful chewing, loose teeth or sensitive teeth. Most Important - get a professional cleaning every six months! 

Tooth Truths - A healthy diet is important for healthy teeth and gums. Eat a variety of foods from the basic food groups and eat nutritious snacks such as raw vegetables, plain yogurt, cheese  or fruit. Always brush after eating starchy foods and sugary drinks to reduce the risk of tooth decay. Prescription drugs and over the counter medications can affect your teeth and gums such as antihistamines may cause dry mouth and some heart medications can cause gum bleeding.

Save your smile! 
Got Your Shots? 

Think about protecting yourself and others from influenza. Flu vaccine should be available early to mid-October.  Shots are available through your primary provider, other health agencies, senior centers.

Submitted by Cathie Swanson, RN - St. Paul/Mpls.

BEATIFICATION OF 58 BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
"They conquered by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
love for life did not deter them from death" 
(Revelation 12: 11). 


Dear Brothers and members of the Lasallian Family,

The universal Church is joyfully preparing to celebrate the beatification of 498 martyrs on October 28 of the current year. Of these, 58 are Brothers of the Christian Schools. All of them gave their lives in defense of their faith and their religious identity during the religious persecution that took place in Spain between the years of 1934 and 1939. The place chosen for the beatification is Rome, a city well-known for the martyrdom of the early Christians.


Among the new blessed, in 23 different causes, are 2 bishops, 24 diocesan priests, 462 men and women from Institutes of Consecrated Life, 1 deacon, 1 sub-deacon, 1 seminarian, and 7 lay persons. Although the great majority of these martyrs are Spaniards, there are 5 who were born outside of Spain, of whom 2 are Brothers of the Christian Schools who were born in France.
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This is, no doubt, one of the largest groups to be beatified in the history of the Church, and the group of De La Salle Brothers is the fourth largest component within the group. The first martyrs from this period of religious persecution to be beatified and later canonized were our 8 Brothers from Turón and Brother Jaime Hilario. Following them came the martyrs from Valencia and Almería and now, again, we receive the grace of the beatification of 58 more Brothers.


In all countries and at every time, the fact of martyrdom always offers different readings and interpretations, but only religious persecutions have martyrs. Those who knew these persons well, and our Brothers in particular, were witnesses of the authentic reasons for which they surrendered their lives. All of these Brothers stated and recognized the strength of their own faith, confessing their state as believers and as religious. Before their death they were imprisoned, tortured, and condemned without a trial through no fault of their own. Some rejected proposals to renounce their identity as religious, or to abandon the school or the community in which they found themselves to save their lives, but they did not do it. All died heroically as they pardoned their executioners and proclaimed Christ as the only King and Lord of their lives.


The occasion of their beatification means that our 44 Brothers from communities in Barcelona in the District of Catalonia, 4 Brothers from Consuegra (Toledo), 5 from Santa Cruz de Mudela (Ciudad Real) and 5 from Lorca (Murcia) from the District of Madrid, become for us true signs of faith and charity, and at the same time they proclaim for us their hope in a world that is more just and more fraternal where life is always defended and where the freedom of religious expression is respected.


The shedding of martyrs' blood for Christ is considered by the Church a supreme gift and the greatest test of charity. As disciples of Jesus, their love for life did not deter them from death; all of them signed on to the words of the Master with their blood: "No one has greater love than the one who gives his life for his friends." As followers of John Baptist de La Salle, each of them discovered how to respond to the commitment to give your very life for the children entrusted to you (Meditation 198.2).

Brothers and members of the Lasallian Family, may the witness of our Brother martyrs inspire our Faith as followers of Jesus Christ – the Paschal Lamb who freely accepted his death for our salvation – and also strengthen our Zeal for the education of new generations, so that we can all live as sons and daughters of God, and as brothers and sisters, respecting one another and living in peace with one another.


We are grateful for the work of all those who, over the course of many years, have carried the responsibility for the various processes of beatification, both in Spain as well as in Rome, who now see their efforts recognized.


Let us prepare ourselves in the best way possible to experience and to participate in this great feast of the Church and of the Lasallian Institute. Let us unite in giving thanks to God for the gift of the new martyrs. By his intercession, may God grant us, as an outcome of their beatification, the grace of fidelity to our vocation as Brothers and as Lay Lasallians. May Mary, the Queen of Martyrs, give us strength during difficult times in life and may she bless the Mission which, together, we carry out for the entire world, for the greater glory of her Son, Jesus.


We will be delighted to greet and to welcome any pilgrims who come to Rome and to the Generalate for this occasion.

Brother Alvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, Superior General 
Young Lasallians Day for Peace

Sunday, October 21, 2007

Prayer

We pray to you, Lord, God of life and God of those who hope!

Listen to our prayer for the whole world,

for peace among all peoples, for prosperity in all lands.

We pray to you that evil may be overcome,

and that all wars may end.

We pray to you especially for the members of our Lasallian Family

who suffer from war, injustice and intolerance,

and for the children and young people who are poor and neglected.

Lord, give us your peace!

Amen.

