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District Retreat will be April 5th to 8th 

The annual Midwest District Retreat will be during Holy Week from April 5th to 8th this year at the Center for Development in Ministry at the University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL. The retreat will begin with dinner at 5:30pm on Holy Thursday and finish with a social following the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. Fr. Matthew O’Toole, chaplain of CBCHS in St. Louis, will preside at the liturgical celebrations and will speak on the themes of Holy Week. All the communities should have received registration information, and all forms should be returned by the March 12th deadline. Late registrations are due immediately. The cost of the retreat is $220 per person. Participants can be reached at (847) 566-8290 by leaving a message with the receptionist. 

New Auxiliary Visitor appointed

After the recent ballot requesting the nomination of Brother Thomas Johnson as the next Auxiliary Visitor of the District, his name was submitted. On February 21st Brother Superior and his Council appointed him to a term starting on July 1, 2007. Congratulations Brother Tom!

District Chapter and Mission Assembly will be combined

One of the resolutions of the District Chapter in 2000 was to combine the District Chapter with the Mission Assembly. A committee appointed to make this proposal a reality has recommended a process that will be implemented beginning in July 2007 with a Chapter Convocation followed by a Brothers Life Congress and a Mission Congress. Approximately 100 people will be invited to the Chapter Convocation, about one-third Brothers and two-thirds Partners, the same formula used for the Salt Lake City Assembly and the International Assembly. The Brothers will be those elected to be District Chapter capitulants. The Rule directs that the Visitor, Auxiliary Visitor and elected and appointed members of the District Council are capitulants by right, and another 18 Brothers will be elected to fill out the required number. Brothers not elected but who served on one of the Chapter commissions may round out the total, and the Visitor may be asked to appoint additional Brothers. Partner-delegates to the Chapter Convocation will include current and former members of the Mission and Ministry Council, members of the Chapter commissions, and appointed representatives from most District ministries. A representative group will be selected as delegates to the Mission Assembly. Thanks to the members of the Committee who have spent many hours to develop a creative approach to combining the two “chapters” to address issues of the Brothers Life and the Mission in the Midwest District: Brother Milton Barker, Dr. Mary Fox, Brother James Gaffney, Karin McClelland-Anderer, Dr. Evelyn McDonald, Jerome Meeds, and Brother Mark Snodgrass. More information will be available as the committees complete their work.

District Offices will be closed

The Midwest District Offices will be closed on Good Friday, April 6. 

District Council elections move to next vote

The nomination phase of the Midwest District Council elections for 2007-2011 has been completed. Twenty-three nominees who received ten or more votes (5% of the total number of Brothers in the District) are to discern whether they will be available for election. The final ballot will be sent on March 26th, and six will be elected, with the next two in order to serve as alternates. The Visitor, Brother Francis Carr, and the Auxiliary Visitor, Brother Thomas Johnson, are members of the District Council by right, and the Visitor can appoint one member to round out the total of nine members.

Michael England appointed CBC President

Brother Frank Carr announced the appointment of Michael F. England as the first lay President of Christian Brothers College High School. He was approved for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2007. After graduating from CBC in 1983 he earned a BA from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville and an MA from the University of Missouri at St. Louis. He returned to CBC in 1989 and served as teacher, coach, Director of Student Activities and Director of Admissions. Since July 2004, he has been Assistant Principal. The Midwest District expressed its thanks to Brother Larry Humphrey who served CBC as President for fourteen years. 

Midwest District Animators will meet 

Midwest District Animators will meet at Christian Brothers Retreat Center (Dunrovin) from March 18th to March 20th to pray and reflect together, learn of new resources available for formation in local ministries, and share best practices. Karin McClelland-Anderer is coordinating the gathering.

Brother James Miller memorial held in Stevens Point

On February 11th the community in Stevens Point, WI, marked the 25th anniversary of the death of Brother James Miller. His work, life and death were celebrated at Pacelli High School. A native of Stevens Point, he was murdered while doing mission work in Guatemala in 1982. Speakers at the event included Bishop John Manz of the Archdiocese of Chicago and Brother Dale Mooney who served with Brother James in Guatemala. An article about the event appeared in the Stevens Point Journal the following day.

Saint George and Saint Mel set alumni banquets

Once again this year the St. George and St. Mel Alumni Associations extend an enthusiastic welcome to all the Brothers and invite them to be their guests at the annual banquets. The St. George Banquet will be on Monday evening, May 7th, at the White Eagle in Niles, IL. The St. Mel Banquet will be on Friday evening, June 1st, at Alta Villa in Addison, IL. For a ticket, contact Brother Thomas Dominic or Brother Thomas Hetland (630.323.3725).

Brothers honored at Saint Mary’s University

Saint Mary’s University annual Founders Day celebration on February 27th included the traditional announcement of Distinguished Faculty member and the seniors of the year. In addition, this year, Brother James Miller, an alumnus, was memorialized on the 25th anniversary of his murder in Guatemala. Two Brothers in leadership positions in Guatemala at the time, Brother Martin Spellman and Brother Paul Joslin, were honored with Lasallian medals. Each delivered a riveting acceptance speech which detailed events before and after Brother Santiago’s death. Those interested in the speeches given by these two Brothers may obtain them by contacting Brother Joseph Martin at jmartin@cbmidwest.org for email delivery. 

Midwest District will present Lasallian Awards

The Midwest Lasallian Awards will be presented on Sunday, March 25th at Saint Patrick High School in Chicago. This will continue the practice of hosting this annual event at various ministries of the Midwest District. This year’s recipients are the following: Robert Crowe, Sr. (Driscoll Catholic H.S.), William D. McDonald (Midwest District), Janet Mitchell (De La Salle Institute), Robert J. Wilczek (St. Patrick H.S.) Mohra Gavankar (Lewis University), Anthony Rotunno (St. Joseph H.S.), Bruce Sirus (St. Joseph High School), Robert Leonard (Christian Brothers College H.S.), Robert and Charlotte Fricke (Roncalli H.S./Manitowoc), Walter and Betsy Arp Bryce, Jr. (Bishop Kelley H.S.), Ruth Holtel (Midwest District), Jack D. Hallberg (San Miguel Schools).

FSC Foundation awarded 2006 grants

The FSC Foundation was established to promote and support educational services directed to the poor and disadvantaged. At the December 2006 meeting of the Board the members awarded $21,116 to Lasallian ministries. Of those, three ministries in the Midwest District received awards: San Miguel Schools Chicago, Dunrovin - Christian Brothers Retreat Center, and De La Salle Institute. Members of the FSC Foundation Board include Brother Thomas Hetland, Chair, Sister M. Campion Maguire, RSM, Brother Dominic Berardelli, Brother David Carroll, Sister Judith Dugan, CSJ, Brother Charles Kelly, Brother Patrick O’Brien, Sister Peter Mary Hettling, CSJ, Sister Barbara Muth, SC, and Brother Raymond Papenfuss, CSC.
Saint Mary’s University sets Brother James Miller Scholarship

Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota has created the Brother James Miller Scholarship for Access designed to assist good students in the low to middle income ranges that might not otherwise be able to afford a private college. Saint Mary’s University guarantees that comprehensive charges for all qualified freshmen enrolling at the Winona campus in fall 2007 will be equal to or less than the cost to in-state students attending the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. Applicants must apply by March 15th, be a U.S. citizen, and be listed as a dependent by a parent. They will have graduated from high school in 2007 and have a “B” cumulative grade point average. 

Directory Change

· Brother Bertrand Juettner: Phone (763) 531-5690.

Congratulations to

· Brother Michael Collins, who will receive the 2007 Sister Catherine McNamee Award for outstanding leadership in promoting a vision of Catholic education at the April 10-13, 2007 NCEA Convention in Baltimore, MD. 

· Brother Bill Mann, who was awarded a Doctor Of Humanities, honoris causa, at De La Salle University – Manila on February 10th for his outstanding contributions as a Lasallian administrator, educator and motivator.

Health Updates

· Brother Martin Spellman is recuperating well from treatment of prostate cancer.  

· Brother David Paszkiet is recuperating and doing physical therapy sessions at home after his total hip replacement done in January. 

· Brother David Pieters fell on the ice on Valentine’s Day and injured his shoulder. X-rays were taken with no fracture noted. 

· Brother John Johnston continues with his every other week chemo schedule. He drives to and from the appointments and is no longer using a cane or walker. 

· Brother Bernard Zacheis had right hip replacement in February and was home a week later. He is receiving Home Health PT and walking with a walker.

· Brother Armand Alcazar had a unilateral left knee replacement and left the hospital in three days to continue recuperation at Lambert Hall. He is doing outpatient physical therapy.

· Brother Richard Brady had a pacemaker inserted on March 1st at Our Lady of the Resurrection Hospital in Chicago.

· Brother Justin Lucian is experiencing more shortness of breath and weakness. He is using a hospital bed and wears his oxygen almost continuously. 

· Brother Chris Kavanaugh reported that the radiation treatments to his back are completed for now.  He is working full-time and has occasional back pain.

· Brother Marvin Becker continues to receive chemotherapy treatments.  He looks forward to being in remission this spring.

· Brother Neil Kieffe had a heart stent procedure done on February 22nd.  He has returned to Bethlehem.

· Brother Stanislaus Campbell, Visitor of the San Francisco District, is in the Coronary Care unit at John Muir Hospital. He was recently placed on a respirator. 

· Brother Larry Zeman learned that his cancer has become active again. He has two tumors and will begin chemotherapy again this month. 

· Thirteen Brothers from CBU joined the Tai Chi program being offered weekly at Lambert Hall. Congratulations to these Brothers who have taken a vital interest in their health: Brothers Terence McLaughlin, Louis Althaus, Walter Schreiner, Matthew Smith, Tim McNary, Rob Veselsky, Francisco Martin, John Johnston, Roman Jarosz, Edward Salgado, Jim Roszak, Ignatius Brown, and Jeff Gros.

Rest in Peace

· Rodney Baldry, 79, brother of Brother Bede, died from a heart attack on February 16th in Billings, MT. A World War II veteran, he is survived by his wife, Dolores and two daughters, and three other brothers and five sisters. A funeral service was held on February 26th at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, and burial was at Terrace Gardens Cemetery in Billings. 

· Louis C. Landman, 92, of Winona, MN, died on February 16th at Community Memorial Hospital. He and his wife Mae hosted the Brothers at an annual dinner at local restaurants, and he was an advisor, benefactor, and member of the Board of Trustees at Saint Mary’s College in the 1950s. A Mass of Christian Burial was at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart on February 20th. 

Report from the Midwest District Assembly, Summer 2006

From the Mission and Ministry Council 

Although our Midwest District Assembly is now a summer memory, we wanted to take this opportunity to recall our gathering, the work that we did – together and by association – and the themes that emerged from our dialogue. While this communication is long after the fact, we are energized in noting how much of what we surfaced and discussed at our gathering at Lewis University this past summer was reflected in our experience of the dialogue and presentations of the first International Assembly which just concluded in Rome. (For more information on the Assembly go to: www. lasalle.org, and click on the International Assembly icon located at the bottom of the page.)  The final document of the International Assembly will not be completed for a couple of months, but clearly, the confluence of orientations, areas of emphasis, and action statements that emerged through the process of the International Assembly affirms our work, direction and goals in our home district. 


Our Summer 2006 District Assembly resulted in the identification of the following overarching themes: Vision / Charism, Ongoing Formation /Accompaniment, Structures, Roles and Relationships, Funding, Canonical/Ecclesial Issues and Assessment. Within each of these themes several phrases, ideas, thoughts and concerns were noted. Below, we attempt to summarize and capture the spirit of our District Assembly’s dialogue in a short paragraph addressing each of the themes. It is our hope that in providing this information and connecting it to our experience of the International Assembly we will communicate the nature and moment of our ongoing journey. Doing so will serve to both locate us in our time and simultaneously connect us to the larger Lasallian context in which we are blessed to carry out our mission.

Vision / Charism

Being open to the future, grounded in our mission and challenged to honor diversity is revitalizing our work as well as presenting us with new dimensions and facets that we may be called to address. What are these new forms of poverty? How can we grow and honor diversity while remaining attentive to our established ministries?

Ongoing Formation / Accompaniment

Throughout our Lasallian world there is a clarion call for more formation, more types of formation, ongoing and continued accompaniment in our journey on all levels and in myriad ways. Clearly, formation is a great priority in our own district and throughout the world. How can we deliver the formation we are calling for, want and need? Who will accompany Lasallians at all points of their personal journeys?  

Structures, Roles, Relationships, Funding, Canonical/Ecclesial Issues

We are living a moment of great excitement, transition and opportunity. This requires transformation in the way we manage mission and association with structures that reflect our lived realities. The changes we may be considering in the future will need to be studied in the context of the Church. A call for “new wineskins” is emerging from many Lasallian sectors. How will our structures insure our future? What funding is needed to carry us forward? 

Assessment

In times of transition it is important for us to know that we are doing what we intend to do: provide a human and Christian education for the young, especially the poor. How will we know we are doing this? What means might we use to help us understand how we are achieving our mission in myriad ministries?

We hope that this communication provides opportunity for individual and community reflection and discussion on our collective Lasallian future. Be assured that our councils and District administration continue to keep these themes front and center in the course of our work. Thank you for taking the time to attend and participate in the Midwest District Assembly. Your presence made the event successful. As we look down the road, it is our sincere hope that we can count on your continued active engagement in our ministries, district, region and Institute as we invite, ignite and unite ~ together and by association ~ for the sake of the human and Christian education of the young, especially the poor. 

Birthdays

 April
       
  1
Adrian Powers



Walter Schreiner


  2
Christopher Englert



Norman McCarthy



Thomas Dominic Vance



Jorge Arana



Katie Solis


  3
Jerome Rademacher


  4
Ignatius Brown



Timothy McNary


  5
Gustavo Cinco


  6
Joel Dolan



Dennis Galvin


  7
Francis Carr



Richard Merkel

11 H. Raphael Erler


16
Edward Everett



Bernard Zacheis


18
James Krause


22
Armand Alcazar



William Woeger



Joseph Zastrow

25 Urban Lucken

26 Mollie Otto

28
Fred Dillenburg


29
Sr. Ruth Schaaf, OP


30
James Gaffney

May



  2
Amado Guzman

  4
William Walz


  5
William Clarey



Michael O’Hern



David Poos



Karen Powers



Edward Staszak

  8
L. Peter Dannecker

  
Michael French

10
Henry Baldwin



Alfred Marshall

15
Ralph Heppe



Larry Zeman


16
Leo Jones



Robert Walsh 


17
Steven Schonhoff

18 Stephen Eibert

19 Kenneth Arnold


21
Neil Kieffe


22
Raimond Rose


26
Kevin Mackey


28
Mark Gault


29
Stephanie Bronner

June

  3
Michael Collins

4 Dominic Ehrmantraut

Jolleen Wagner


  5
Martin Spellman



Christina White


  6
Robert Wilsbach

7 Bede Baldry

Kendall Marsden

8 Charles Brogan

9
Jennifer Nash


10
Christopher Ford

12
Bernard Rapp

14
Stephanie Pranaitis


17
Richard Brady



William Brynda



Vincent Malham



Richard Roller

19        Bernard Richard

21
Ross Nodurft


22
Konrad Diebold



Joel McGraw


24
Thomas Geraghty

28 Paul McDonough

Brendan Bradley

Death Anniversaries
Please keep the following Brothers in your prayers:

April

  1
Jeremiah PAUL (Charles KEENAN), 1985


  3
Cosmas FRANCIS (John HUETHER), 2000


  9
LUKE CLEMENT (Eugene Garcelon), 1971



HUBERT Arthur (Ralph BELAIR), 1976

 

GERARD (George L.) PIHALY, 2005


10
Albert Edmund (James Williams), 1968


13
HUGH Damian (Arthur WESTER), 1978



Lambert Edward (RODERICK CHISHOLM), 1989



Harold Andrew (WILLARD GABRELCIK), 1999


16
Herman Joseph (John Dufficy), 1974



Jeremiah SEBASTIAN (Edward TOOLAN), 1978



Hilary BERNARD (Leo MURPHY), 1989


19
CHARLES JONES, 1995


22
Leo of Mary (Lawrence Lanham), 1976


23
Lucian ALPHONSUS (Raymond PLUTH), 1986


24
Alfred Faber (George Arcenaux), 1978


25
JOEL Stanislaus (Millard NELSON), 1976



Ignatius VINCENT (Michael SIEBEN), 1986


29
Ulpian Jerome (Andrew Griffin), 1964


30
Ignatius Patrick (James Hayes), 1994

May


   1
JUSTUS Ernest (Alfred MORNEAU), 1983


   2
Hugh Elzear (Martin Noonan), 1968


  4
Joakim STEPHEN (Patrick O’MALLEY), 1992



  6
Lucius MICHAEL (Walter KUMP), 1974

7 JUSTIN Clarence (Clemens HINDERY), 1973

8 JULIUS (Francis WINKLER), 2004

            12
HILARY Camillus (Joseph GILMARTIN), 2003


13
Hilbert ANTHONY (Arnold SCHMITZ), 1989


17
Raymond Konrad (RAYMOND PLEISS), 1973



Junianus VICTOR (Charles HILLE), 1976

19 Linus Albert (Joseph Heintzelman), 1956

24
JOSEPH BOGGIO, 2000


25
Jeremiah RICHARD (Harry RUSH), 1996



JUDE (Samuel Paul) UNGERING, 1996


26
Ladislaus WILLIAM (Robert KOUTSKY), 1981


27
Lucian Athanasius (James Reinhart), 1950



Michael Austin (Richard Fitzgerald), 1994


30
Lawrence Paul (Jeremiah Higgins), 1954


31
Leonorian Gregory (Michael Spring), 1954



John Martin (PATRICK O’NEILL), 1982

(more)
June

  1
JEROME DAVID WEGENER (Gerald Francis), 2005

  2
Hilarion Charles (CHARLES SEVERIN), 1992


  5
John Chrysostom (Albert Kilp), 1963



LOUIS Andrew LAVOIE, 1999


  6
Lorian Gilbert (Robert Bruns), 1955



Ignatius JOHN (Theodore HAAS), 1982


  7
Loman PATRICK (William WALSH), 1990


  8
Herbert Theodore (JOHN TANGNEY), 1984



Justinian NORBERT (Harvey ROSEBERRY), 1991


  9
Jerome Patrick (James King), 1968



Jarlath EDWARD FALLON, 2002


10
Leonard George (George Baier), 1960


11
Cornelius Paul (Charles Wilson), 1952


12
Henry William (James Gilmartin), 1961


13
Thomas Dermot (Thomas Bronstrup), 1968



L. AUSTIN MAKOWSKI, 1999


15
LEONARD Chrysostom (John “Dick” COURTNEY), 1996


18
Joseph Poska, 1997


20
Adole Leon (Leon Brunel), 1965


23
Justus PHILIP (Marion LYNCH), 1975


24
Eugenius Peter (John McMullan), 1957


26
Hubertus Mark (Martin Kevany), 1952



LAURENCE Matthias (Albert HORN), 1979



Alain BENEDICT (Joseph HUNADY), 1989


27
Ulfinian CASSIAN (John FRYE), 1983



Ralph Damian (Joseph Gillick), 1992


30
Humbert MAURICE (Richard WELCH), 1973

Please refer to In Your Charity Pray for Your Brothers  (edited by Brother Hilary Gilmartin in 1990) for more complete information on the Brothers listed and for complete listings of Brothers of the Midwest District who died prior to 1950.

Healthy News Notes

March 2007

Sheila Hallmann, RN.

We don’t think of the eye as being the window to the heart, but as a matter of fact, God planned it that way.  

The eye is a clear window on other medical problems as well such as high blood pressure, diabetes, particles (thrombi) blocking blood vessels, problems with heart valves, and obstructions in the major neck arteries (the carotids) supplying blood to the brain.

Tears are a complex mixture of water, fatty oils, proteins, electrolytes, bacteria-fighting substances, and growth factors.  You may have experienced “dry eyes.”  For some people, the cause is an imbalance in the composition of tears.  It happens many times because of hormonal changes.  They don’t typically cause permanent damage to your vision.  The condition can be irritating and may damage your cornea (outer layer) when severe.  Most mild cases can be treated with over-the-counter lubricating drops.  Talk to your eye specialist for an effective treatment.

Thousands of systemic diseases can cause abnormalities in the eyes.  Without a professional exam, there’s no way to tell whether poor eyesight is linked with vascular disorders.  If you have blurry vision you don’t know whether you just need a change in your eyeglasses or if you have a very serious disease such as diabetic macular edema.  This is when blood vessels leak fluid and cause retinal swelling in a person with diabetes.

The retina is a vulnerable tissue.  If you have been diagnosed as having a retinal problem, you’re not alone.  The retina, which is about 1 millimeter thick and has the consistency of wet tissue paper, is the delicate inner lining of the eye that is subject to a number of sight-threatening problems which affect millions of people.  If any part of the retina is damaged, it is very likely that some degree of vision will be lost.  

Macular degeneration is a disease that affects the macula, the area of the retina that is responsible for central vision and color perception.  The condition tends to become worse with time and can best be described as a process of “wear and tear.”  As the tissues break down, fluid may collect under the retina, causing the layers of the retina to separate.

Glaucoma is perhaps the most silent of eye disorders.  The disease is caused by a buildup of fluid that puts pressure on the optic nerve.  By the time glaucoma registers its first symptom-a degradation of peripheral vision-it has already moved past its early stages.

Like a camera, the human eye has a lens, which clouds naturally as you age.  As this happens, less light is able to pass through, which leads to hazy or blurred vision, a condition known as cataracts.  Many people choose to have surgery to remove the cloudy lens and replace it with an implant.  Cataract formation cannot be prevented, through eye care professionals stress that exposure to UV rays can hasten its progression.

Diabetic retinopathy is a complex condition, the exact origins of which have eluded scientists.  There is some agreement that high blood sugar, platelet abnormalities, and blood vessel narrowing are some of the contributing factors.  There are virtually no symptoms in the developmental stages of diabetic neuropathy.

The impact of the four prevalent eye diseases:  macular degeneration, glaucoma, cataracts, and diabetic retinopathy can be minimized with early detection.  Remember to have annual eye exams to prevent problems with your eyes.

Take time to look into other people’s eyes to see who they are as God’s children.  Note the beauty of the iris that is the part of the eye that holds the color.
