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 June/July 2007

Welcome Brother Alvaro

The Midwest District is pleased to welcome Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, Superior General, to the U.S. He will arrive on July 9th and spend three weeks in Memphis to visit with Brother John Johnston and work on improving his English. 

Brother Thomas Johnson elected Vicar General

Brother Thomas Johnson of the Midwest District was elected Vicar General of the Institute on May 29th at the General Chapter in Rome. Brother Robert Schieler, Visitor of the Baltimore Province, was elected the General Councilor for the US/Toronto Region. Brother Alvaro was re-elected Superior General for a second seven-year term. The new system of government approved by the Chapter includes, along with the Superior General and Vicar General, five General Councilors who will reside in the Regions of the Institute and spend at least two months each year at meetings in Rome. Three resident General Councilors were elected who will form the community with the Superior General in Rome and spend more time there than previous Councilors have. Congratulations to all!
District summer events have been scheduled

The District Day for Brothers and the celebration of this year’s jubilarians will be on Saturday, July 28th at Lewis University. Unlike other years when a District meeting has been held, this year’s Chapter Convocation on Wednesday, July 25, till Friday, July 27, is by election or invitation only, so only Brothers on the District Council or District Chapter will attend on those two days. Brothers of the District who are not Chapter delegates are invited to arrive on Friday afternoon in time for the evening meal and/or for a social in the early evening.


The Brothers of the District will meet on Saturday. Breakfast will be provided for those staying overnight. Those arriving on Saturday should plan on a 9:30 a.m. start. Brother Thomas Johnson, Vicar General, will keynote District Day and will include discussion of Chapter documents in his presentation and the meeting period. Brothers Frank Carr, Joseph Saurbier, Kevin Convey, Patrick Conway, and possibly others will give reports. The day will end in mid-afternoon, leaving time to change for the 5:00 pm Mass and the Jubilee reception. All Brothers of the District are encouraged to attend District Day!

Celebrate with our jubilarians

This year’s jubilarians include the following: 75 years – Brother Leo Keindel; 60 years Brothers Patrick Craine, Alfred Marshall, Raymond McManaman; 50 years – Brothers Konrad Diebold, Leon Leba, Louis Rodemann, Raimond Rose, Leonard Stoffel, Joseph Jastrow; 25 years – Brothers Michael Kadow, Michael Quirk, Larry Schatz. Plan to join the celebration with them. 

This note is for the Jubilarians

The invitations for the Jubilees had a different return date from the reservation cards.  The CORRECT return date is the earlier one - June 15th.

District Councils held June meetings

The District Council met in Burr Ridge on June 11th, and the Mission and Ministry Council met on June 15th. Both groups received information from the recently completed General Chapter meeting. 

Delegates selected for the Midwest District Chapter

In May Brother Frank Carr announced the results of the election for delegates to the Midwest District Chapter in July. The following Brothers were elected: Brothers Armand Alcazar, Louis Althaus, Milton Barker, Michael Collins, Kevin Convey, Michael Fehrenbach, Paul Grass, Jeff Gros, Thomas Hetland, Larry Humphrey, John Johnston, Michael Kadow, Michael O’Hern, David Poos, Michael Quirk, Robert Smith, Martin Spellman, Damian Steger and Kevin Fitzgerald. Brother Frank Carr and the Auxiliary Visitor will attend by right of office. Members of the District Council will also attend by right of office: Brothers William Clarey, Patrick Conway, Chris Englert, James Gaffney, Joseph Saurbier, Larry Schatz and Ed Siderewicz. Brother Thomas Johnson will attend but as Vicar General and not as a delegate. Congratulations to all.
District health care meeting in Chicago

On the weekend of July 13th to 15th Brother Bill Clarey, the new Director of Senior Brothers, will meet with the four District nurses: Pat Bader, Maureen Guillou, Cathie Swanson, and Sheila Hallman. Brother Frank Carr will also attend portions of this planning meeting. 

CB Travel has closed

Gary Broyles, Manager of CB Travel, announced in mid May that CB Travel would close on May 31st after 25 years of assisting the Catholic religious community with travel needs. The closing was the result of “advances in technology and changes in the manner airlines conduct their business.” The changes affected the economic viability of all travel agencies. 

Charlene Hermann sent a thank you

Charlene Hermann, Secretary at the Burr Ridge Office, sent a thank you to all for their prayers, good wishes, and support during her recent surgery. She reports that she is doing well and feeling just fine. Everyone is happy to see her back. 

Brother Edwin Dupré honored by San Miguel School

The San Miguel Schools of Chicago have inaugurated the Brother Edwin Dupré Heritage Society to honor the men and women who have provided for the future of the schools through an estate plan or deferred gift. In addition to teaching at Chicago’s St. Mel and St. Patrick high schools, Brother Edwin served as an administrator for St. Joseph H.S. and was Director of Transitional Living for Mercy Boys Home. He was San Miguel School’s first Director of Development. The first members of the Society include Robert and Maureen Avina, Charles and Joan Cartier, Robert J. Daraskevich and Michael and Marie Neis. 
RBC begins a new project

The Religious Brothers Conference (formerly NARB) announced that it will initiate a project that will highlight the accomplishments of Brothers ministering in the U.S. or from the U.S. Brothers are invited to write brief articles about the achievements of the Brothers within their Institute/Province. The main focus will be primarily from 1908 to 2008. For details, contact RBC at brothersoffice@ameritech.net or at the web page www.brothersonline.org 

Health Updates

· Brother Bernard Zacheis experienced chest pain and had a stent placed in the coronary artery on May 23rd to relieve a blockage. He also had an infected gall bladder and had it removed on May 28th. 

· Brother John Johnston has responded well to chemotherapy and has no evidence of any cancer. Scans revealed that he has liver cirrhosis, and he will have more tests to determine the cause.

· Brother David Paszkiet was at Ballard Rehabilitation Center in Park Ridge to recuperate from his total knee surgery performed in May.

· Brother Chris Kavanaugh is still receiving chemotherapy every three weeks at Loyola Medical Center in Maywood.

· Brother Joseph Zastrow received great news from his oncologist that he is cancer free. 

· Brother Dominic Bedor continues to heal from his hiatal hernia surgery.

· Brother Nick Schumer heard from his urologist that after two cystoscopies and a biopsy of the bladder, he is cancer free!  

· Brother Larry Zeman continues his treatments for cancer and is often tired.

· Brother Richard Brady was hospitalized for shortness of breath. 

Directory Changes

· Brother Chris Ford: landline phone disconnected - cell phone - 505-496-1177.

Congratulations to

· Brother Eamon Gavin, who was honored by the Illinois Athletic Directors Association and received one of its 2007 Class AA “Friends of Athletics” State Awards. 

· Archbishop Harry Flynn of the St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocese, who became an affiliated member of the Institute during a service on June 8th. 

· Brother Paul Grass who will receive the Religious Service Award from SMUMN during its June Homecoming celebrations.

· Brother Timothy Coldwell who was named as the next Visitor of NOSF. He served for one year as International Secretary for Formation for English-speaking sectors.

· Brother Jeffrey Gros who was named the first Distinguished Professor at Memphis Theological Seminary. The distinction recognized extraordinary, internationally recognized, scholarly attainment in an individual discipline. 

Rest in Peace

· Dominic Montini, 90, of Ambridge, PA, died on May 14th and was buried from Good Samaritan Church. He was the father of Sister Dolores Montini, formerly the Director of Ministry and Mission at CBU and a consultant to the District Council for six years. 

· Richard Huelsmann, 66, board member of Dunrovin, Christian Brothers Retreat Center, died from cancer on May 22nd in Stillwater, MN. He worked to advance the goals of many charitable and religious organizations and was recently named the 2007 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award from Stillwater Area High School. Survivors included one brother and one sister. He was buried from St. Mary’s Church in Stillwater. 

MEDICATION SAFETY

Maureen Guillou, RN, BSN

Medications serve a tremendous purpose. They can be lifesavers. Taking different drugs at the same time, however, requires great care. Drugs not only have an effect on the body, but may affect other drugs as well. Moreover, existing medical conditions make certain drugs potentially harmful. Drugs may interact with food or beverages. For example,

1. If you have a prostate problem and are on Flomax, you could experience an unwanted reaction (urinary retention) if you take a nasal decongestant.

2. If you are on Coumadin, you should not take aspirin or Motrin. The addition of these could significantly increase the risk of bleeding.

3. If you are on Lipitor, you should not eat or drink any grapefruit products because it can interfere with how the drug is metabolized and cancel the intended benefits.

4. Alcohol itself is a drug. Don’t mix alcohol and medications. Even over-the-counter (OTC) medications contain potent drugs which may interact with alcohol. Mixing alcohol with some medicines may cause you to feel tired and slow your reactions. Also, the mixture may harm the liver.

General safety rules to follow:

1. Never take someone else’s prescription medication that your doctor has not prescribed for you.

2. Always read and follow the information on the Drug Facts label. The label tells what the medicine is for, how and when (and when not) to take the medication, the product’s active and inactive ingredients, possible interactions or side effects and warnings.

3. Pay special attention to the active ingredients if you are taking more than one OTC or prescription drug to avoid taking too much of a particular ingredient, which can be dangerous. Many drugs (OTC and prescription alike) contain the same active ingredient. Never take more than one drug with the same active ingredient unless your doctor specifically tells you to do so.

4. Generally, OTC medications are intended for short-term use. Because OTC drugs may be used without medical advice, being aware of time limits can be critical in ensuring your safety. For example, if you have diarrhea and have used an antidiarrhetic medication for three days and the diarrhea persists, you need to contact your doctor. If you have nasal congestion or chest congestion and it does not improve with OTC medication within 10-12 days, you need to contact your doctor. It may have developed into a bacterial infection requiring an antibiotic.
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Christian Brothers’ program encourages men to be teachers 

by Barbara Watkins, Review Staff Writer 

The Midwest Province of the Christian Brothers has begun an innovative program to combat the growing shortage of male teachers. 

The Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program is an intensive experience offered through Christian Brothers’ universities. It provides young college men with firsthand classroom teaching experience and Christian service to the poor, while allowing them to earn college credit. The program seeks to form teachers in the Lasallian tradition, which aims to lift people out of poverty through education. 

"The Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program is, in many ways, a return to our original mission," said Christian Brother Patrick Conway, director of formation for the Midwest Province of the Christian Brothers and director of the Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program (LTIP). 

St. John Baptist de La Salle began his educational mission in the late 1600s with a teacher-training program, preparing laymen to serve the Church as teachers, explained Brother Patrick, a longtime educator and former university vice president. "This is my 35th year in education. One thing I’ve noticed is the shrinking pool of male teachers, particularly as related to theology and religion teachers," he said. "In the United States today, 19 percent of all Catholic school teachers are men. In public schools it’s 21 percent, and 40 percent of children are growing up without a biological father in the house. Couple those things together and there is a real need.” 

"Our goal is to create a pool of male teachers to fill the gap, primarily in our Lasallian schools," he said. Hand in hand is a second goal, a return to the roots of Lasallian education. 

"For more than 320 years, our goal was to work with the poor, to teach young people who otherwise would not have an opportunity for education. We went into the inner cities, we worked with immigrants," he said. 

The Christian Brothers succeeded. Their students escaped the cycle of poverty, moved out of the inner cities into the middle class and wanted their own children to have the Lasallian education they had. Many Christian Brothers schools no longer served a poor student body. 

"So we became removed from our original purpose. We are now returning to our mission. We have been trying to become more attuned to the plight of the poor," Brother Patrick said. 

The Christian Brothers have been involved in a number of NativityMiguel schools, helping educate high-risk, low-income students. Locally that includes De La Salle at St. Matthew in the Ville neighborhood of North St. Louis, where high school students from CBC often volunteer. 

The Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program began its charter semester in January with six university freshmen from two Christian Brothers Universities - Lewis University near Chicago and St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minn. They were chosen from about 30 applicants. 

Brother Patrick said, "The young men in this program had parents who have highlighted both their gifts and their need to give back what they have received." 

One of the six is Lewis University freshman Andrew Knobbe, who graduated last spring from Christian Brothers College High School in Town and Country. A member of Holy Infant Parish in Ballwin, he is the oldest of four children of Steve and Gail Knobbe. 

"I wanted to go into education," Knobbe said. "What better way to get hands-on experience and see if this is what I truly want to do while still in my freshman year. Now (after being in the program) I am positive I want to be a teacher." 

Brother Patrick added, "I have had experiences of hiring new teachers who found, once in the job, that they didn’t like it. These young men can see early on that they can make a difference in education, and they can experience the classroom as freshmen." 

The LTIP semester began in January with a week in St. Louis, staying at LaSalle Institute in Glencoe for a week of orientation. Then they went to in Kansas City, Mo., where Brother Patrick and his students moved into the Holy Family Catholic Worker shelter, sharing a room together. They lived at the shelter, sharing a single bathroom with all the men staying on their floor. 

Knobbe said, "At CBC I did service work, at Karen House, at a soup kitchen. I always felt great doing that. But I always knew I was going home. In Kansas City, I wasn’t going home. I was living with these guys." 

While at the shelter, the college students worked in the soup kitchen, serving more than 160 men, women and children staying there. They worked at a day-care facility founded by Sisters of Charity that serves 600 children, many of them homeless. 

"About 95 percent of these kids didn’t have a biological father in their lives. I was called “Daddy” a lot, which for an 18-year-old kid was an odd feeling," Knobbe said. 

The LTIP students packed food for a food bank, worked at the free health clinic and brought food and clothing to homeless people living under bridges in subfreezing weather. 

Brother Patrick explained, "We wanted them to experience firsthand the plight of the poor. They also did about five hours a day of college classes." 

From Kansas City the group’s members returned to St. Louis for a week "to process" their experience, Brother Patrick said. Then it was off to Chicago for three weeks, where they worked at San Miguel School, an inner-city middle school for at-risk students. 

"It has two separate campuses," Knobbe said. "The neighborhoods have a lot of gang violence and a lot of drugs." 

Knobbe taught some classes with teacher supervision and tutored students daily. "I loved the classroom situation. The school is a safe haven for the students. 

And the teachers who teach at these schools - their hearts are there. They don’t make a lot. Many are volunteers." 

The immersion students next visited Memphis for 10 days, working at De La Salle Elementary School at Blessed Sacrament Parish. 

"It was a really interesting school, with a welcome sign in English, Spanish and Vietnamese," said Knobbe. "I tutored students. They stress reading a lot. I worked with second-graders." 

One of the LTIP goals is to give the college students experience with elementary, middle and secondary education, Brother Patrick said. 

In late March the LTIP group came back to St. Louis, staying until early May. They stayed at LaSalle Institute, taking college classes there each morning before going to CBC High School to work with students and teachers in and out of the classroom. 

The semester ended with a weeklong retreat at LaSalle Institute. 

The next LTIP semester scheduled is a five-week program between the summer of the students’ sophomore and junior year, when they go to Guatemala. Students will live with Guatemalan families part of the time and go on a guided educational tour with Christian Brothers who have served for many years in Guatemala. 

"The goal is to understand Catholicism and the role of the Church in a developing country and the implications for making the students sensitive to immigrant populations in the United States," Brother Patrick said. 

Brother Patrick said, "I wanted our students to capture the altruistic side of education. I know I’ve never lost it. And the Lasallians are providing a vehicle for them to discover that. Wherever these young men go in life, this will help them succeed." 

Death Anniversaries
Please keep the following Brothers in your prayers:

July

  6
Justin Oliver (FREDERICK NOELKE), 1990


  9
Jarlath QUENTIN (George HIGGINS), 1983


10
Josephus Bertram (James O’Brien), 1956



John Aurelius (JOHN MAZE), 1988


12
Hubert GERARD (Edward SCHMITZ), 1983


16
John Victorian (John Leahy), 1970


21
Lambert Aloysius (William Hall), 1964



Thaddeus Luke (Roy Bohanon), 1964


23
CHRISTOPHER (Anthony MOKRZYCKI), 1970


25
Agnel Isidore, Visitor General, 1953


27
Ignatius ANTHONY (John FIRST), 1967



JEROME Benjamin (William GAFFNEY), 1984


28
Ildephonsus Damian (James Brown), 1952


30
Jarlath Peter (George Seiler), 1956



James DANIEL (Hilary KELLER), 1971



Bertrand Leo (Robert Kirby), Assistant to Superior General, 1993

August

  1
RICHARD DAHMEN, 1997


  2
LAWRENCE PORRETTA, 1994

  3
Hubert Maurelian (Casper Herbes), 1962



Camillus Dufresne, 2001


  4
JEROME De La Salle (L. Vincent BECK), 1982


  5
Leopold Gregory (James Toole), 1951



Ulrick Michael (Thomas Ruane), 1957


  7
Barnabas Paul (John Broyles), 1993


 
ALFRED (Richard J. MORONI), 2002


11
Junian FELIX (John SCANLAN), 1990


12
Liguori EDWARD (Robert WELCH), 1985


14
Lawrence Egbert (Edward Flood), 1976


17
I. George Bedard (Robert J.) 1998 


18
James Walter (Michael Marnane), 1955


19
Mancos Eusebe (Lionel Thibault), 1986


21
LAURENCE WALTHER, 2002

24
Hyacinth GABRIEL (Patrick CONNON), 1978


25
Loman Joseph (Henry Gorman), 1966


26
ANTHONY SULLIVAN (Edward Joseph), 2002


28
Liguori William (John Kelly), 1970



Julian AUSTIN (Richard SCHWAAB), 1977

September

2 Blessed Solomon, 1792

JEROME MARTIN, 1999


 
THEODORE DRAHMANN (Robert J.), 2002

4
Jarlath ROBERT (Joseph LANE), 1981


J. Edward DOODY (JOHN LAMBERT MICHAEL), 2004


  6
Amian GEORGE (Eugene LAMOUREUX), 1981


  7
ANTHONY PISANO, 1991



RICHARD KELLY, 2001


  9
Lambert THOMAS (James Leslie MATTHEWS), 1969


10
Athanase Emile, Superior General, 1952



Gontran Francis (Daniel Russell), 1954


16
Ildephonsus Austin (Francis Delaney), 1964



LEONARD James (James PETERSON), 1975


17
Levian ANSELM (Eugene DEVINE), 1972

18 Justin Declan (Thomas Egan), 1952

19 Honorius Bernard TALLE (JOSEPH A.), 2004


20
Leander Joseph (DELBERT E.) BRUSNAHAN, 2001


22
Henry Virgil (James Pelant), 1963


23
ARTHUR DICKERSON, 1978



Hector BENEDICT (Francis HARTIGAN), 1986


24
Loman Daniel (MICHAEL RYAN), 1978


26
Leopold THOMAS (Howard LAMBERT), 1971


27
Julius Hugh (Joseph Zimmerer), 1956


28
Placidus Leonard KROMHOUT (EDWARD) 1998



Mario STOCKHAUSEN (ROBERT), 2006


30
Arese Casimir (Noel Bression), Vicar General, 1954



Joel Adrian (Bertram Seiler), 1957

Please refer to In Your Charity Pray for Your Brothers  (edited by Brother Hilary Gilmartin in 1990) for more complete information on the Brothers listed and for complete listings of Brothers of the Midwest District who died prior to 1950.

Birthdays
July

2 Michael Fugger


  6
Patrick Craine



Edwin Dupré


  7
Charlene Hermann


  8
Jerome Cox

9 Christopher Oddo


11
Kevin Brutcher



James Roszak


12
Bernard LoCoco



Gary Smith


13
Nicholas Schumer


14
Raymond McManaman

16 Dominic Kennedy


18
Robert Thomas

22
Len Suhadolc


23
Augustine Kossuth


24
Frederick Oberrieder


25
Paul French

27 Milton Barker

Sheila Hallmann


30
Leo Kramper

August

  3
John Grover



Pierre St. Raymond


  7
Michael Fehrenbach


  8
Matthew Smith


10
Thomas Sullivan



James Wegesin


11
Christopher Kavanaugh



David Schultz


13
Philip Jones

18 Martin Michuda


21
Joseph Wilhelm


24
Douglas Hawkins



James Zullo


26
Eamon Gavin


28
Mark McVann



Dale Mooney


29
Martin Sellner


31
Felix Bland



Bertrand Juettner

September
2 Roger Betzold

4 Charles Gregor

Cheryl Garrigan

5 George Fowley

8 Michael Rivers

            12
Maureen Guillou

16
Katie Krzysik

17 Jill O’Brien

18
Stanislaus Sobczyk



John Wozniak


22
Christopher Baker

24 Leo Hirsch

Marshall Sharp


25
Martin Grimm

28 Philip Johnson

Belayneh Medhanit


29
Michael Kadow
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