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Some important dates should be noted

Document 1 of the 44th General Chapter entitled “Interior Life” has as its first action step: (3.1) “Strengthen the contemplative dimension of our life that will lead us to live the passion for God in the passion for this world.” Brother Bob Schieler, General Councilor for the USA-Toronto Region, is coordinating an initiative to help actualize this line of action. During the next few months information will be available about “Called to be Brothers,” the theme chosen for the renewal program for this Region. The program will begin in the fall of 2010 and conclude with a regional assembly in the summer of 2012. The Midwest District Day, July 24, 2010, will be devoted to this topic and will offer an overview of the program. Take note of these dates: July 24, 2010: District Day, Lewis University; July 20-23, 2011: District Retreat, Mundelein Seminary; July 23, 2011 District Jubilees: Lewis University. Because of the summer district retreat, there will be no Holy Week retreat in 2011.

2010 Celebrations of Consecrated Life will be soon 
World Day of Consecrated Life is designated for February 7, 2010. The Archdiocese of Chicago will mark the day on January 30, 2010 with a presentation by Sr. Charlene Diorka, SSJ, Associate Director of the National Religious Vocation Conference. The gathering will take place at Our Lady Mother of the Church and participants will then attend the parish liturgy with Bishop John Manz as the celebrant. Send responses by January 22nd to vocations@capuchinfranciscans.org . The Diocese of Joliet will mark World Day of Consecrated Life on February 6, 2010 during the parish liturgy at 5:00 pm at the Cathedral of St. Raymond. Bishop J. Peter Sartain will be the celebrant. In Minneapolis/St. Paul the celebration of the World Day of Consecrated Life and Jubilarians will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 with Mass at 5:15 pm at the Cathedral of Saint Paul celebrated by Archbishop John C. Nienstedt with a reception to follow at his residence. Brothers in other dioceses could check with the appropriate office for other local celebrations.
Midwest District retreat will be in April

Planning is underway for the Midwest District retreat during the Triduum of Holy Week. The retreat starts on Holy Thursday, April 1, and concludes on Holy Saturday, April 3, following the Vigil Service. The speaker/presider for the program will be Fr. Michael Joyce, CM, chaplain at CBU. Registration materials will be sent at a later date, and the process will include signing up using the WuFoo web based forms as last year.
Saint Mary’s Press Lasallian Education Fund proposals due

Brother Michael Quirk has announced that the Saint Mary’s Press Lasallian Education Fund is now accepting applications for grants in 2010. All proposals and materials must be received by March 1, 2010 for grants to be awarded in April 2010. Please see the attached page at the end of this newsletter for specific details. 

Brother James Miller Social Justice Fund Grants were awarded

On January 6th the members of the Brother James Miller Social Justice Fund committee met to review twenty-three applications and selected thirteen of them for grants totaling $11,050. The following are the recipients: Centro de la Juventudy Cultura De La Salle in Dominican Republic; Protected Drinking Water at St. La Salle Primary School in Tamil Nadu, India; Girls' Basic Living Facilities at BJT Junior & Degree College in Keesara, India; Strengthening Family Economy in Rural Communities in Bolivia; Parent as Teachers Program at St. Gabriel Mercy Center in Mound Bayou, MS; Tools for Basic Training at Sri Lanka Technological Institute in Sri Lanka; Computer Training Barrio for Kids at Cristo del Rosario in Managua, Nicaragua; Class Retreats at De La Salle at Blessed Sacrament in Memphis, TN; Desks for One Classroom at St. Joseph's School of Keren, Eritrea; New Art/Craft Room at Centro de Artes y Oficios in Homestead, FL;

Mental Health Programs at De La Salle at St. Matthew in St. Louis, MO; Eighth Grade Confirmation Project at De La Salle Blackfeet School in Browning, MT; School Uniform Project at Central American Martyrs at Su Casa in Chicago, IL. Committee members include Brother Thomas Hetland, Chair, Brother Kevin Convey, Sister Marlene Schemmel, CSJ, Mrs. Lori Dressel and Brother Charles Kelly.
National Vocation Awareness Week is January10-16, 2010

The observance of National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) began in 1976 when the National Conference of Catholic Bishops designated the 28th Sunday of the year as the beginning of NVAW. In 1997 this celebration was moved to coincide with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The National Coalition for Church Vocations (NCCV) promotes all Catholic Church vocations. It offers a kit designed to assist preachers, teachers, catechists and other ministers. Check http://www.nccv-vocations.org/ .
Catholic Schools Week is January 31 to February 6, 2010

“Catholic Schools: Dividends for Life” is the theme selected for Catholic Schools Week 2010, the annual celebration that focuses attention on the good work done by the nation’s Catholic schools. Catholic Schools Week is a joint project of the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Check http://www.ncea.org/news/CSWKitHomepage.asp .
Brother James Miller was featured

On January 4th the Winona Daily news ran an extensive feature article on Brother James Miller and his cause for sainthood. The article focused on his connections with Saint Mary’s University but included a good biographical sketch. Those interested will find the article here:  http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/article_9b89306e-f8ea-11de-81e4-001cc4c03286.html . As a result of the article, Brother Frank Carr was interviewed live recently on KSTP radio in the Twin Cities about Jim Miller and the cause. The producer of the show had read the article, and because Jim had been at Cretin, he asked for the interview. 
CBU will open its Athletic Hall of Fame

On January 29, 2010 Christian Brothers University will open its Athletic Hall of Fame with an inaugural class of ten of the biggest names in CBU’s athletic history. The event will take place during Homecoming Weekend. Among the honorees will be the late Brother Eamon Gavin who was instrumental in the beginning of the CBU athletics department and served as the first athletic director from 1954 to 1961. Bob Stephenson, AFSC, will also be honored. He served as athletic director from 1969 to 1996, coached the men’s basketball team from 1969 to 1978, and led the Bucs to a 23-11 record in 1976-1977, the fourth most wins in a season in school history. 

2010 U.S. Census will begin

If  U.S. Census workers knock at your doors, they will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice. Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering their questions. You should never, however, invite anyone you don’t know into your home. Census workers are currently only knocking on doors to verify address information. Do not give your Social Security number, credit card or banking information to strangers, even if they claim they need it for the U.S. Census. No matter what they ask, you really only need to tell them how many people live at your address. 
Directory Changes

· Brother Christopher Soosai: correct phone number – (507) 457-1946.

· Lori Dressel – email: lorijdressel@gmail.com 

      phone listing in right column same as in the left column (630) 552-3224.

Congratulations to 

· Brother Milton Barker who was unanimously selected by the NCEA Board of Directors to be the recipient of the John F. Meyers Award which is presented to someone who has supported Catholic education in teaching, administration, parish religious education, research, publication or educational leadership. The award is one of six national awards given each year and will be presented at the 2010 NCEA Convention in April at the Minneapolis Convention Center. 
· Brother Peter Hannon who has been awarded a study grant from the International Education Consortium 2010 China Project. The project includes a two-year academic study program in St. Louis and on-site academic work in Beijing, Xian Shanghai and other locations during the summer of 2010.

· San Miguel High School in Tucson which was selected by the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) as one of ten 2010 MetLife Foundation Breakthrough Schools. The honor includes a $5,000 grant award from the MetLife Foundation and the opportunity for the school’s Principal, Brother Nick Gonzalez, to participate in the NASSP Convention in March.

Health Updates

· Brother Gus Kossuth had surgery on December 10th for the removal of precancerous growths in his colon. He is recovering at home. 

Rest in Peace
· Brother Leonorian Maurice (John) Anglim, 84, died on December 29, 2009 in Chicago. A De La Salle Christian Brother for 66 years, he was born John Vincent in Kansas City, MO, the son of Francis and Rose (Purcell) Anglim. He graduated from De La Salle High School in Minneapolis in 1942 and the same year entered the novitiate of the Brothers in Glencoe, MO. He pronounced his first vows in 1943 and his final vows in 1949. Brother Maurice earned his BA from Saint Mary's College in Winona, MN, in 1946. In later years he obtained an MA from St. Louis University, and an MPS and an MA from Loyola University Chicago. During his years as an educator he taught at St. Mel, H.S., at St. Patrick H.S. and at De La Salle H.S. in Chicago and at St. George H.S. in Evanston and St. Joseph H.S. in Westchester. He served directly for the Christian Brothers as Provincial and Auxiliary Provincial from 1966 to 1972. He was also a member of the Brothers' formation team, community director, health care coordinator, and associate director of the Lasallian Volunteers at different times. From 1987 to 1990 he served again as Auxiliary Provincial. Since 2001 he lived with the Christian Brothers at their Chicago residence on Indiana Avenue. Survivors include his brother Joseph Anglim of Fort Myers, FL, his sister, Sister Eileen Anglim, BVM, of Chicago, and his religious family, the Brothers of the Christian Schools. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on January 6th at Sancta Alberta Chapel at Lewis University, and interment was at Resurrection Cemetery in Romeoville, IL. 
· Robert J. Roller, 84, brother of Brother Richard, died on December 18th at his home in York, Pennsylvania. Besides his wife Mary, he is survived by four sons, six grandchildren, and six siblings: August, James, Mary F. Parry, Thomas J. Roller, Rev. John, and Brother Richard. Following cremation, a Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on December 21st at St. Patrick Church. Burial will be at the convenience of the family at Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.
· Julia E. Susek, 94, mother of Brother Daniel, died on January 7th in the Chicago area. She had been living with Alzheimer’s for several years. Other survivors include daughters Janice and Jackie among others. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on January 11th at Our Lady Mother of the Church and entombment was at All Saints Mausoleum. 

· Ruth M. Luebbe, 88, mother of Thomas Luebbe, principal at La Salle H.S. in Cincinnati, died on December 30th. Other survivors included sons Joseph and Donald among others. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on January 4th at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Church and interment was at St. Joseph New Cemetery. 

· Brother Joseph Saurbier and his siblings send their appreciation for the cards and email messages received following the death their sister, Victoria.
January 2010 Health Notes

Questions To Ask Your Doctor

I wish all of you a blessed and healthy New Year and hope you find the following information helpful for your next visit to the doctor.

Most visits to the doctor are short and the doctor sometimes falls behind with scheduled appointments.   With your list in hand, you will be able to check off questions after each is discussed.  If there is a new concern, you may want to bring someone with you so the other person can write while you’re listening to understand the doctor’s words.  At the end of the appointment, ask the doctor to summarize what was discussed just to reinforce your understanding of the health concern.

Please remember to utilize the skills of your Midwest District nurses to go over any questions before you go to the doctor. 

The following is a preferred list of questions that I recommend you bring with you to your doctor appointments.  

· What do you think is causing my problem?

· Is there more than one condition (disease) that could be causing my problem?

· Are there certain tests that will assist you with the diagnosis?

· Ask the doctor for a handout of details of the tests to take home and read.

· What are my treatment options?  How effective is each treatment option?  What are the benefits vs. risks of each treatment option? 

· If my symptoms worsen, what can I do on my own?  When should I contact you?

· If medication is prescribed, ask the doctor about how the medication will work. 

· How long will it take for the medicine to work?

· What will happen if I don’t take it?

· Are there any adverse side effects that I should be aware of taking this medicine?  Ask the doctor about when to call to notify him of any side effects.

Important Reminder:  Establishing an accurate diagnosis is key to proper treatments.  You are the most important person in this process by accurately describing to your doctor the character, location, duration, and time of onset of your symptoms.  You should also inform your doctor about vitamins, herbs, and medications you are currently taking.  
As an added note, January 17-23 is Healthy Weight Week.  Many times the doctor will say to a patient, “I recommend you lose some weight.”  Well, what does that mean?  The American Heart Association recommends a person ask the doctor the following questions to stimulate dialogue about shedding those extra pounds. 

· What diet guidelines should I follow?

· I’m happy with my current weight so why should I lose any of it?

· How can family and friends help?

· How do I find a dietitian to help me develop a good, sensible long-term weight-loss/maintenance plan?

· How much physical activity do I need to do and how often?

For more information, visit http://www.healthyweightnetwork.com.

Source:  http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=13683
Sheila Cusack, RN, BSN.

Saint Mary’s Press Lasallian Education Fund

Christian Brothers of the Midwest District

Funding Criteria


Grants will be awarded to organizations or individuals needing financial assistance in advancing human and Christian education, especially for the economically poor and socially marginalized, in the Lasallian tradition.


In selecting projects for funding, the Committee will include in its deliberations whether the request

1. reflects the purpose of the fund, (note: Lasallian Education Fund grants will not be awarded for the  purchase of equipment, or for construction, or for other capital expenditures),

2. demonstrates a human and Christian Lasallian educational focus having specific goals and objectives,

3. shows evidence of need for financial support,

4. contains an itemized budget of expenditures, 
5. includes the time frame for initiation and duration for the expenditure of the grant,

6. has a clear and objective method for evaluating the effectiveness of the project,

7. contains a statement of endorsement from the agency (diocese, religious order, other organization) sponsoring the ministry,

8. specifies a method of transferring money from the Lasallian Education Fund to the organization requesting the funds.

Each of these eight points should be clearly addressed in the application which is not to exceed five pages.

Preferences will be given to projects that focus on religious education and that advance catechetics and evangelization of Catholic youth and to requests from Saint Mary’s Press of Minnesota that meet the criteria and are for projects beyond the scope of normal development and operating expenses of the Press.

All proposals and support materials must be received by March 1, 2010 for grants to be awarded in April 2010.

Proposals should be sent to

Brother Michael Quirk, FSC

SMP Lasallian Education Fund

1205 Windham Parkway

Romeoville, IL  60446-1679

Brother Matthew Smith – Eulogy

On behalf of the Brothers of Lambert Hall, thank you for supporting us these past days and for being with us this morning as we have participated in celebrating the Mass of the Resurrection for our Brother Matthew.

As we find ourselves in great sorrow at his going away, we are conflicted in the great joy we experience in his joining heaven’s throngs along with his parents, Bernard and Mary, our Founder John Baptist de La Salle and all of his Christian Brothers, teachers, students and friends who have gone before him.  The smile on his face today at seeing them once again must be something to behold.

The Christian Brothers of Lambert Hall and of the Midwest District extend our deepest sorrow to his sisters, Dolores and Carol, their families, and to his many friends from the CBU campus, as well as those from the cities where he taught:  Minneapolis-St. Paul-Minnesota, Quincy-Illinois, St. Louis-Missouri, Newport-Kentucky, Memphis and his beloved Omaha-Nebraska.  You just knew Matt had to pick one of the coldest places on earth to love the most – Omaha. I guess that is why he enjoyed so much his trips to Alaska, Greenland, Iceland and Antarctica.

 Many have sent words of consolation and sorrow at his passing and have recalled the great gift of his friendship they enjoyed over the years.  Not the least among these is Brother Francis Carr, our Provincial superior, who deeply regrets that he is unable to be with us this morning.

While you and I may have called him Brother Hugh Matthew, his religious name, Brother Matt, or just Matt, his family knew him first as Bernard Patrick Smith and called him by the familiar name of “Bud.”  But, by whatever name you knew him, he was still the same wonderful man underneath that infectious grin that led to a full smile and laugh you could hear across the room with ease.

To say that Matt was a good teacher would not be true.  He was an excellent teacher from the very first day he stepped into a classroom in 1948.  He later said that when he entered the classroom for the first time, he knew immediately that was where he belonged.  His many students, over 11,000 by Matt’s own count, would testify to the truth that he was a superb teacher, mentor and friend.  He became a Principal twenty years later and remained in leadership positions until his death last week.  He taught in Primary schools, secondary schools and on the university level.  Matt also served as a school principal, a parish administrator, a dean of admissions and as a Director of several of his Brothers’ communities.

In all of these accomplishments, he remained the same Brother Matt, simple in his needs, eager to learn, a lover of photography and a devoted Ham Radio operator until he went off the air for the last time last week.  Matt loved camping.  Two or three times a year, weather permitting, he would pack up his tent and camping gear and head out to a camping ground near a natural wilderness.  There are eight states that border Tennessee.  I think Matt was familiar with all the State Parks in all eight of those states.  It was there he experienced peace of mind and joy of heart.  He once told me that he found God’s Green Earth the perfect surrounding for the practice of meditation.

Matt never demanded, from men or from his God, center stage or rewards for years of faith-filled service.  He was a man of great faith and a man of prayer.  He loved a good drink (Amber Bach was his favorite) a good story (and he had many to tell), and a good laugh.  He was always one of the first to volunteer to help or to notice someone else was in need of help.  He was a good listener and always had solid advice.  Could any of us ask for more in a teacher or a friend?  In all, he was a man whose life served as an example to others of a life well lived.

His journey home these past months had their frustrating moments for him, but he never, never, lost hope or faith.  He remained a true son of De La Salle for 65 years – to his very last breath.

You are home now, Matt! Thank you for all you have been for us.

Rest now in a well-deserved peace --- and smile often upon us.

Brother Ignatius Brown, FSC
Reflection on the Occasion of the Funeral Liturgy 
for Brother Maurice Anglim, FSC

When Brother Frank Carr called me last week and asked me to say a few words at Maurice’s funeral, I said I would be honored to speak about him since I have known and loved Mo my whole life as a Brother.  

In our readings today, which Maurice himself chose for his funeral, we discover a Brother much in the spirit of St. John Baptist De La Salle, fascinated and immersed in the life of the Most Holy Trinity--Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  What a coincidence that  Brother Alvaro, our Superior General, chose as the topic of his Christmas Letter  “Consecrated by God the Trinity as a Community of Brothers:  Messengers and Apostles sent by the Church to make present the Kingdom of God.”  What appropriate words to describe the life of our Brother Maurice Anglim. Allow me to elaborate on these words.

“Consecrated by God the Trinity…”  

Maurice took seriously his consecration as a De La Salle Brother to God the Most Holy Trinity, the opening words of our vow formula.  Through community and private prayer, devotion to spiritual and theological reading, and his monthly spiritual direction sessions, Mo developed a rich LaSallian spirituality that sustained him throughout his sixty-seven years as a De La Salle Brother.   He was a deeply prayerful man, and was totally dedicated to his daily Mass. Mo believed and lived the words of St. Paul:  “In God we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who accomplished all things according to the intention of his will.”

“A Community of Brothers…”

When I was assigned to St. George High School as my first assignment after the Scholasticate, I was welcomed in the community by Brother Director Maurice.  My memories of Mo as Director of my first community of thirty Brothers are filled with gratitude for Mo’s kindness to me as a first-year teacher and a “young Brother’ in the community.  Mo just had the common areas of the Brothers house remodeled and it had his creative and homey imprint all over it. As was the Pre-Vatican II custom in those days, Mo would give the community a weekly conference, schedule redditions with each of the Brothers, and orchestrate frequent celebrations before dinner.  Mo was delighted to see the Brothers bantering with each other and enjoying good-hearted repartee and laughter.

“Messengers and Apostles Sent by the Church to make present the Kingdom of God.”

Because of his visionary and generative leadership and total commitment to the Institute and the Church, Maurice was a man of many Firsts:

In 1963, Maurice was the first Brother to be named Associate Superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Chicago.  In this role Mo gave his five-star dedication in serving the then ninety-five Catholic high schools in the Archdiocese. 

Another first for Mo occurred in 1966 when Mo was chosen to be the first Visitor of the new Chicago Province, a role he served for the first three years of the new District.  Characteristic of Mo’s desire to create a new and fresh look for the District administration and to separate the Provincialate from the formation houses, he established the Provincial residence at 414 Forest Avenue in Oak Park in the middle of the Frank Lloyd Wright area of the Village.  

As Visitor, Maurice was fired up by the spirit of the Second Vatican Council. He took seriously the importance of the religious education curriculum in the schools and appointed Brother Mark LaMont to be the first Director of Religious Education.  One religion teacher at that time told me that as Visitor, Mo visited his school and sat in on every religion class to evaluate the quality of the religious education.

Maurice was the first American Brother Visitor to establish a policy in the District concerning health, aging and retirement issues of the Brothers, a commitment he would maintain for the rest of his life.  

In his typical humble fashion, Mo willingly became the Auxiliary Visitor with Brother George Kennedy for three years and then again with Neil Kieffe in the late 80s.  He accepted several roles of leadership in both community and apostolate in the subsequent years.  In addition, Mo continued his studies both formally and informally. 

I remember Mo asking me about taking classes at IPS at Loyola while he was living at De La Salle as Director.  So Mo came back to school in his late-fifties and sat on the other side of the desk for a few years.  He loved learning the relationship of psychology and spirituality and would find this helpful when in 1980 he became the Director of Sangre de Cristo Retreat Center in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  While Mo was at Loyola, I encouraged him to take the counseling sequence and I was delighted when he asked to work with us at the Christian Brothers Counseling Center in Westchester to do his counseling practicum.  As Mo’s supervisor at that time, I was impressed with his keen insight and heart-felt empathy.  He was especially effective with adolescent girls who came to the Center.

Mo took over Sangre in 1980, the year we celebrated the 300th anniversary of the founding of the Institute!  After a special session just for De La Salle Brothers in 1980, Mo decided it was time to move the Sangre program from male-only sessions so for a few years he experimented with one session of all men and the next session was mixed, women and men.  After a short while and realizing the wholesome effects of the mixed group, he designated that all future sessions would be mixed with an equal balance of women and men.  I believe Mo was the first Director (another first) at Sangre to invite women to be on the staff of the Center as well.  Sangre today, heading toward its 100th session in 2012, continues to benefit from the creative and forward looking leadership that Mo planted back in the 1980s.

Two other firsts that I will mention about Maurice:  he was the first Brother in the US to become the Brother Coordinator of the LaSallian Volunteers, a group that just celebrated its 20th Anniversary this past year.  And another first—because of his desire to learn as much as he could about technology, Mo was probably one of the first Brothers in the District to become an expert with the Apple Computer.

Toward the later years of his life, Mo worked hard to help the District create housing and care for the older Brothers.  He was the first Brother to become the District Healthcare Coordinator of Senior Brothers.  At the same time, he served judiciously as a member of the Lewis University Board.  He lived in Romeoville for many of those years, but his heart was always in the City of Chicago.  And he was happy to be in the first community of Brothers at the Benilde Community on South Indiana Avenue, a project that he had helped design for the District. While at Benilde, Brothers remembered him as attending daily Mass at St. James Parish on South Wabash Avenue and frequently choosing to be prayer leader for the evening community prayer.  

When his health began to fail and he needed more care, Mo moved to Resurrection Life Center, another enterprise that he had some influence in establishing when he was on the Inter-Community Retirement Committee, composed of several religious communities of women and men in the Archdiocese.   Mo worked hard to face issues of aging and retirement in religious life and was determined that the District would do what was necessary to build homes that would care for these Brothers.

In Brother Maurice Anglim, we have a man who gave his whole life to the service of his Brothers, the Church and his God.  The words of today’s Gospel aptly describe the faith Maurice had in God:  “Come to me all you who labor and are burdened and I will give you rest.”

Yes, Mo, you did labor hard to make present the Kingdom of God for many and we know you were often burdened by many things, especially in these last years of your life, but now dear Brother and Friend, take the rest that your God has promised you.  God Bless You, Mo.  We love you.

Brother James Zullo, FSC

_1200136570.bin

