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Welcome Brother Larry Schatz

Brother Larry Schatz, Auxiliary Visitor, will move to Chicago in early January and start his position at the Midwest District offices in January. Since he was President of San Miguel Middle School when he was appointed, he took the fall semester to make a smooth transition at the school. Ben Murray, one of the founders of the school, was selected to be the next President and has been transitioning with Brother Larry since November 1st. Welcome Brother Larry! 

Two Councils will meet in January

The Mission and Ministry Council will meet on January 25th and the District Council will meet on January 24th. Both meetings will be at the Burr Ridge office. The joint council dinner/meeting will be on the evening between the two scheduled Council meetings. 

National Vocation Awareness Week is in January

The Church in the U.S. will mark National Vocation Awareness Week from January 13 to 18, 2008. It begins with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Catholics are invited to renew their baptismal commitment and to pray for the strengthening of all vocations.

Charlene Hermann was honored on her retirement

On November 25th about sixty-five family, friends and Brothers honored Charlene Hermann on her retirement from the Midwest District Office after thirty-one years of service. Following a buffet luncheon served at the Courtyard Café on the campus of Lewis University, Brother James Gaffney spoke and recalled hiring her in 1976 after he became Visitor of the former Chicago District. Then Brother Frank Carr, Visitor, shared stories of his experiences with her during the past seven years. Charlene then spoke about her memories of working with the Brothers and how she knew many Brothers from phone messages and emails, but she had never met them. Brother Tom Hetland took many photographs which made their way into a special memory album that was presented to her. Congratulations and thank you, Charlene! 
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Blessings for the Christmas season and throughout the New Year!

Charlene Hermann says “Thank You”

Thank you for 31 wonderful years, and for the many cards and e-mails from many of the Brothers thanking me for my years of service and wishing me well in my retirement. I am blessed and proud to have been part of the Christian Brothers. I will miss all of you.

Brother Frank Carr will vacation over the holidays

During the Christmas and New Years holidays Brother Frank Carr will take a vacation break. He will be out of the office from December 18th to January 4th. In his absence other members of the Midwest District Team will respond accordingly. 

Midwest District welcomes Paula Noreiko; Cheryl Garrigan changes roles

On December 17th the Midwest District will welcome Paula Noreiko who will become the office receptionist and the administrative assistant to the Development Office on a regular basis and other offices on an ad hoc basis. She succeeds Cheryl Garrigan who will become the Administrative Assistant to the Provincial following the retirement of Charlene Hermann. Paula has spent the last ten years in various positions at Lewis University, so she is already familiar with the Lasallian Family. Welcome, Paula!

Brother Michael Quirk was honored

On December 1st Brother Michael Quirk was honored by the community of De La Salle Institute for his 24 years of service to the school. The event was held at Hilton Commons on the campus, and about 225 people attended to thank him and to wish him well in his new position. The Board named him the first President Emeritus of De La Salle. On January 1, 2008 Brother Michael will become the President of Christian Brothers Services in Romeoville, IL. Congratulations, Brother Michael! 

District Offices will close early on December 17th
The District Offices in Burr Ridge will close at 11:30 am on Monday, December 17th, to allow the entire staff to attend the annual holiday brunch.

Donations made in honor of Brother John Johnston

Before his death Brother John Johnston asked that any memorials be made to the Lasallian International Children's Fund. Donations totaling $3,240 were received as of November 21, 2007.

Brother Tom Sullivan returns to Nairobi

Brother Tom Sullivan has returned to the De La Salle Novitiate in Nairobi, Kenya, where he is Director of Novices. He visited family, friends and Brothers for a full month before returning on December 10th. 

Directory Changes

· Brother Martin Spellman: Add Italy to Brother Martin’s mailing address.  

email martyrome@yahoo.com  

· Brother Francis Walsh: P.O. Box at Saint Mary's: #24.

Friends of Brother Norman say farewell

In early December Ruth Holtel of Cincinnati, OH, announced that the group known as the Friends of Brother Norman Wray will disband on December 31, 2007 after eight years of a $350,000 fund raising service for the House of Hope Rehabilitation Program in Sindh, Pakistan. In 2005 the House of Hope became a Voluntary Social Welfare Agency with a certificate of registration from the city of Karachi, Pakistan. Thus, a Governing Board has been developed to oversee the work and finances of the organization. The work of Brother Norman is now in established hands, and the Christian Brothers of the Midwest can no longer remain the non-profit organization for fund raising for the Friends. Thanks to Ruth and to all the Friends for their support over the past eight years. 

Lasallian Volunteers Surpass O’Shaughnessy Foundation Challenge

The Lasallian Volunteer outreach program celebrated the completion of a $300,000 challenge grant from the I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation of St. Paul, MN. The money was awarded to expand Lasallian Volunteer outreach to the poor, especially at the middle school level. The grant and matching funds financed a remarkable first stage of growth for the Lasallian ministry. Today more Lasallian Volunteers serve more of the most impoverished children and families. From 1995-2004 the program comprised an average of thirty-one volunteers in 18 ministries; today, 48 Lasallian Volunteers serve in 27 ministries, more than half of them in new Miguel Schools at the middle school level.  Enhanced recruitment, funded directly by the grant, this year brought the largest group of new volunteers ever. Twelve Lasallian Volunteers are in their second year, with seventy-two LV Alums continuing in Lasallian ministries all across the country.  

Midwest District Mission Congress is scheduled

The Midwest District Mission Congress will he held on April 16-19, 2008 at the Divine Word Conference and Retreat Center in Techny, IL. The Planning Committee for this event includes Tina Bonacci and Brother Mark Snodgrass, co-chairs, and Cheri Broadhead, Mary Fox, David Hotek, Karin McClelland-Anderer, Evelyn McDonald, Kurt Schackmuth, Brother Larry Schatz and Marianne Stich. The following delegates will attend from around the Midwest District: Peter Abegg, Didier Aur, Nick Colletti, Kathy Donohue, Mike England, Roxanne Eubank, Ellen Faith, Vivian Gaulding, Paul Kraus, Barry Lieske, Tom Luebbe, Ann Merchlewicz, Julie Michels, Jan Mines, Sr. Dolores Montini, Maryann O’Neill, Red Sieve, Jeff Troxell, John Vitek and Emily Vogel. The following Brothers will also attend as delegates: Brothers Armand Alcazar, Milton Barker, Francis Carr, William Clarey, Michael Collins, Kevin Convey, Pat Conway, Chris Englert, James Gaffney, Tom Hetland, Michael Kadow, Michael O’Hern, Joe Saurbier and Ed Siderewicz. 

District Administrators will meet in New Orleans 

The Midwest District will have a District High School Administrators meeting on February 26, 2008 in New Orleans. The meeting will be from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm so that participants can register for the Regional Chief Administrators meeting that will take place on February 27-29, 2008. Administrators are encouraged to invite their Board chairs to attend this District meeting also. The schools have received the information and the registration materials. 

Brother Patrick Duffy offers a “Come and See” opportunity

Brother Patrick Duffy (Baltimore) has organized a Ven-a-Ver program in Guatemala to provide cross-cultural experience and exposure for U.S. students and adults. Some Lasallian universities and high schools have taken students for one or more weeks during the summer, and they have found the experience worthwhile. The program can be adapted to meet the needs of any groups’ expectations. Those who might be interested can contact him at hnopatrick@gmail.com. 

Beware of Jury Duty scam

Most people take summons for jury duty seriously, but enough people skip out on their civic duty that a new and ominous kind of scam has surfaced. The caller claims to be a jury coordinator. If you protest that you never received a summons for jury duty, the scammer asks you for your Social Security number and date of birth so he or she can verify the information and cancel an arrest warrant. Give out this information, and BINGO, your identity just got stolen. The scam has been reported in eleven states so far, including Oklahoma, Illinois and Colorado. It is particularly insidious because the scammers use intimidation over the phone to try to bully people into giving information pretending to be part of the court system. The FBI and the federal court system have issued nationwide alerts on their web sites warning consumers about the fraud. 

Lasallian Youth moderators met in Chicago

The Lasallian Youth Moderators from across the District gathered at The Cenacle Chicago from October 21st to 23rd.  The focus of the gathering was to bring the moderators together to discuss new structures for the Midwest LY, to work on the planning of the Summer 2008 Assembly, which will take place at Lewis University, and to discuss ways the District will celebrate twenty years of LY in the Midwest. In addition, the gathering was a time of renewal, which was the focus of the Sunday night retreat lead by Brother Bede Baldry. Tina Bonacci organized the gathering and led the meetings.

Congratulations to

· Brother Leo Keindel who will celebrate his 95th birthday on December 26th. 

· Brother Konrad Diebold who will receive an honorary doctorate degree from Lewis University during commencement exercises on December 16th. 

· Brother Michael Lee Anderson who received the De La Salle Award on October 11th at the Cretin Alumni banquet at Cretin-Derham Hall. 

· Driscoll Catholic High School which won its 7th straight Class 4-A Illinois State Football Championship on November 23rd by defeating Bloomington Central Catholic. 

· Totino-Grace High School which won the Class 4-A Minnesota State Football Championship on November 24th by beating Mahtomedi High School on a tipped touchdown pass as time expired. 

· Totino-Grace High School which won the 2007 Minnesota Class A Girls Soccer State Championship in a shootout 2-1 over Blake. 

· Catherine Bunke who is the new Principal at De La Salle Blackfeet.
· Anne Edwards who has been named Acting Principal of San Miguel-Tulsa. 
· Those who were honored by the Diocese of Memphis with special awards: Brother Mark Snodgrass (Christ the Teacher Award), Brother Joel McGraw (Angel of the Catholic Schools Award), Jeff Blancett of CBHS (St. Maria Goretti Counseling Award), Ken Cox of CBHS (St. Cecilia Fine Arts Award), and Dr. Durant Fleming of CBHS (St. John Neumann Outstanding Service Award). 

Health Updates

· Brother James McDonald had two coronary stents implanted on November 10th. He was pleased that bypass surgery was not necessary. 

· Brother Eamon Gavin became a resident of Resurrection Life Center in Chicago on November 19th. He had announced to the De La Salle Community that he would be moving. He seems quite content with the decision.
· Brother Bede Baldry returned to the Provincialate Community from Mercy Hospital on November 20th. He was tired but happy to be home. He continues with medication to deal with the blood clot in his lung and is being monitored as he heals from the triple bypass surgery.
· Brother Richard Gerlach recently had blurred vision and has noticed decreasing eye sight. His doctor has recommended new glasses, and staff members are monitoring his situation.
· Marie Rodemann, mother of Brother Louis, fell in November and broke her pelvis. She is now resting at a nursing home: Villa Marie Skilled Nursing Home, 1030 Edmonds St., Jefferson City, MO  65109. 

· Brother Edward Salgado had surgery for the removal of a section of the descending colon on December 5th at St. Francis Hospital. Tests done showed that there are no polyps or tumors in the rest of the colon. He is doing fine. 

· Brother Richard Brady continues his recovery at Resurrection Life Center. 

· Frieda Merkel, mother of Brother Richard, was moved from Intensive Care to Intermediate Care. She will be tested for blockages in her heart. 

Rest in Peace

· Paul V. Heppe, 82, of Jackson, WI, brother of Brother Ralph, died on November 13th. Other survivors include his brothers Joseph and Harold. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on November 16th at St. Peter’s Church in Slinger, WI, with interment in the church cemetery. 

Healthy News Notes

If you were to notice physical changes in your colleagues, family or Brothers in your community, you would probably talk with them about what you may perceive as an illness. Would you be as comfortable recognizing changes that may be of a psychological nature?

Depression is a serious illness that can have devastating consequences if not recognized and treated. When this affects us in late-life, the symptoms may be different than those in adolescence or mid–life. Older persons may be hesitant to admit to the symptoms of depression because they fear being labeled “crazy.” They may also think the feelings they are experiencing are due to “old age.” Some may think that the changes are a “phase” and will dissipate on their own. However, depression does not go away by itself and may lead to disability or suicide. 

Some of the more common symptoms of late life depression are:
( Irritability and intolerance

( Difficulty concentrating

( Difficulty making decisions 

( Forgetfulness

( Restlessness, pacing, fidgeting

( Complaints of vague aches and pains

( Lack of energy or motivation 

( Changes in sleep patterns (too much or too little)

( Worrying about health problems or finances

( Feelings of worthlessness, guilt or helplessness

( Weight changes (gain or loss)

( Persistent sadness (more than two weeks)

( Less interest in personal appearance and hygiene

( Withdrawal from social activities 

( Over use of or dependence on alcohol

( Self-isolation

The causes of depression are varied. Just like heart disease or cancer are more common as we age, so is depression. It is a medical condition resulting from changes in certain brain chemicals and so it may occur without any “life changes” that affect us emotionally. 

Specific events in life that have been associated with depression include the death of a spouse or loved one, retirement, living alone, illness and death in your peer group. 

Chronic diseases may cause depression, especially when these diseases affect our function and independence. Conditions such as arthritis, heart disease, stroke, macular degeneration, cancer, Parkinson’s disease, hearing loss and Alzheimer’s disease may all result in depression.

Hormonal changes, new or changed medications and family history of depression may be additional risk factors for experiencing depression.

The treatment of depression can result in an 80% recovery rate! Types of treatment include medications, psychotherapy, counseling and other forms of therapy. The exact treatment will depend on the cause and the proper diagnosis. Your primary care health professional should be your first contact to assist you in dealing with the symptoms mentioned above. He /she will be able to determine whether there is a physical basis for the symptoms or if this is depression. The important thing is recognizing the symptoms and then seeking help.

Additional information may be found at:

The Geriatric Mental Health Foundation

www.GMHFonline.org 

American Association of Retired Persons

www.aarp.org
National Mental Health Association

www.nmha.org
Your Midwest District Nurses will also be glad to help you with any questions or concerns!

Pat Bader, NP

p_bader@comcast.net
Birthdays
January

  3
Stephen Markham


  
Leonard Stoffel


  7
Jeffrey Gros


10
Mark Gubbels


13
Argenis Rubio


14
Raphael Mascari

15 Alan Parham


19
Andrew Jacobson


21
Leon Leba



Michael Schain


26
Kevin Fitzgerald


29
Cyril Pahl



Robert Staub


30
Joseph Juliano

February


  1
Regis Morgan


10
Karen Schutten


11
Thomas Harding

14 Thomas Houde


15
Arnold McMullen



Stephen Rusyn

17
Patrick Conway



Norman Wray

19 Edward Salgado

21
Edmund Siderewicz

23
Cathie Swanson

24
Damian Steger

25
Nicholas Geimer



Lawrence Humphrey


26
Kristen Rafferty


28
Roderick Robertson

March


  3
Bob Dressel


  4
Michael Lee Anderson



Finbar McMullen


  5
Bernard Brungardt


  6
Stephanie Sanchez


  9
Michael Quirk

12 Charles Burke

Heather Melgosa


13
Pat Bader

14
Patrick O’Brien


17
Christopher Buck


18
Michael Schmelzer


20
John Blease



Peter Hannon


21
Richard Geimer



Owen Meegan



Robert Veselsky



Joel Kreitzberg

22
Michael Flaherty

26
Basil Rothweiler


28
Robert Werle


31
Thomas Hetland

Death Anniversaries
Please keep the following Brothers in your prayers:

January 
1 JOHN MARK (Ambrose Conway), 1977

WILLIAM RHODY, 2004


  3
Hilary Francis (Basil DeRoche), 1958



Ireneus Richard (Francis Beck), 1968



Justin Pascal (Edward Seifert), 1991



BENEDICT LIDINSKY, 2004


  4
Isfrid ANSELM (Elmer KLEINKNECHT), 1976


  8
Adrian Philip (James O’BRIEN) 2001


  9
Joannis Gabriel (Charles Quinlan), 1952


10
NARCISSE JOHN (Adrien Meynadier), 1984


11
Henry Stephen (Joseph Glockle), 1968


12
Jeremiah ARTHUR (John HIGGINS), 1973



Cyril Columban (Cyril Conroy), 1993

14 Ignatius LEO (William O’DONNELL), 1994

17 JUDE HEGGY (William Howard), 2003

JOSIAH LEANDER NOONE (Thomas Joseph) , 2005


18
LOUIS De La Salle (Ambrose SEILER), 1972



Feast of Brother Jaime Hilario Barbal

19 Thomas Clark, 1995

19
GEORGE PAHL (Francis K.), 2003


22
CORNELIUS LUKE (John Pryor), 1990


23
CAESARIUS of Mary (Daniel O’BRIEN), 1982


24
Ignatius RAYMOND (Vincent MOHRMAN), 1987

25 Hermes ALBERT (Harold RILEY), 1985

26 Kiaran DANIEL MCMULLAN (Edward James), 2003


28
James ATHANASIUS (Edward TOOLIS), 1985



JAMES (Robert William) ABELL, 2002


29
Joseph Antoninus (Joseph Windle), 1961


30
Feast of St. Mutien Marie Wiaux
February

  1
Lawrence David (Francis Bickett), 1955



Jerome Anthony (Edwin Devitt), 1972

2 Romuald Hosea (Joseph Meyer), Visitor General, 1955

MARK LAMONT, 2004


  3
Hilary Eugene (Joseph Prenovost), 1960


  4
Ildefonsus Paulian (Gerard Flynn), 1951


  6
Jovian Patrick (James McHugh), 1963



JOSEPH Walter (Douglas Vincent), 1991



James Albert (Elbert Oelkers), 1993


  9
Feast of St. Miguel Febres Cordero

11
Liguori James (Harold LaMarche), 1962


12
Denis of Jesus (Alphonsus De Schepper), Vicar General, 1971



Herbert PATRICK (Henry SAVAGE), 1973


13
Leo William (JAMES MILLER), 1982


14
Terence Neil (John McGlennon), 1993


15
Joakim Sylvester (John O’Connell), 1963



Lewis Philip (Louis Reif), 1968

16
Jarlath De La Salle (Michael Marron), 1979


17
J. Ambrose GROBLE (GEORGE Felix) 1999


19
Jude Vivian (John Kovac), 1965


21
Lawrence Walter (Leo Ging), 1959


22
Benignus LEWIS (Paul HOLMES), 1972



Ildephonsus THEODORE (Marcellus VOELKER), 1974


23
Leonidas FELIX (Lester BUTZMAN), 1975



Leonorian RAYMOND (Clifford PLAISANCE), 1985


26
PAUL OSTENDORF, 2001

March 


  2
JOSEPH JOYCE (Joseph Eustace), 1998 


  3
Leopold Julian (James Dodd), 1974


  6
Galo Ladislao (Sixto Ordonez), 1971


  8
Lawrence Sixtus (Joseph Dalton), 1953


  9
Junius Paul (William Sweeney), 1961


11
K. Bernardine (ALBIN KUZMINSKI), 2001

12 JAMES Lewis (William O’NEILL), 1989

13 EMUND WHALEY (Daniel Gregory), 2003


15
Honore Julien (Ernest Bruel), 1951



KEVIN Alexis (Vincent MARLEY), 1980


16
Harold Gerald (THOMAS MURRAY), 1990

17 Lorian Sixtus (WILLIAM GIBSON), 1988

THOMAS SMITH, 2000

         
20
LAWRENCE Edward (Bernard Austin) O’MALLEY, 1998


22
Justus Mark (James Ryan), 1950


27
LEO Fabius  (Francois Xavier FORGETTE), 1997


30
Henry Ernest (Donald Archambeault), 1963


31
Eliphus Victor (Myles Sullivan), Assistant to Superior General, 1962

Please refer to In Your Charity Pray for Your Brothers  (edited by Brother Hilary Gilmartin in 1990) for more complete information on the Brothers listed and for complete listings of Brothers of the Midwest District who died prior to 1950.

Saint Mary’s Press Lasallian Education Fund
Christian Brothers of the Midwest District

Funding Criteria


Grants will be awarded to organizations or individuals needing financial assistance in advancing human and Christian education, especially for the economically poor and socially marginalized, in the Lasallian tradition.


In selecting projects for funding, the Committee will include in its deliberations whether the request

1. reflects the purpose of the fund, (note: Lasallian Education Fund grants will not be awarded for the  purchase of equipment, or for construction, or for other capital expenditures),

2. demonstrates a human and Christian Lasallian educational focus having specific goals and objectives,

3. shows evidence of need for financial support,

4. contains an itemized budget of expenditures, 
5. includes the time frame for initiation and duration for the expenditure of the grant,

6. has a clear and objective method for evaluating the effectiveness of the project,

7. contains a statement of endorsement from the agency (diocese, religious order, other organization) sponsoring the ministry,

8. specifies a method of transferring money from the Lasallian Education Fund to the organization requesting the funds.

Each of these eight points should be clearly addressed in the application which is not to exceed five pages.

Preferences will be given to projects that focus on religious education and advanced catechetics and evangelization of Catholic youth and to requests from Saint Mary’s Press of Minnesota that meet the criteria and are for projects beyond the scope of normal development and operating expenses of the Press.

All proposals and support materials must be received by January 31, 2008 for grants to be awarded in March 2008.

Proposals should be sent to

Brother Michael Quirk, FSC

SMP Lasallian Education Fund

1205 Windham Parkway

Romeoville, IL  60446-1679

