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Tony Elfering, LTIP II participant, will enter postulancy



 

Tony Elfering, a 2006 graduate of Roncalli High School in Manitowoc, WI, a current student at Saint Mary's University in Winona, and a participant in the Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program (Year II), has requested admission into the postulancy for the Christian Brothers. Tony will begin this initial phase of his formation at the regional postulancy, Jeremy House, in Philadelphia, where he will continue his baccalaureate studies in religious education at La Salle University. Although his initial formation will take place in Philadelphia, he will be a member of the Midwest District. Tony is the son of Rick and Denise Elfering of Two Rivers, WI.  While in high school, Tony was very active in Lasallian Youth and theater. During the second semester of his sophomore year in college, Tony participated in the Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program at Glencoe, Kansas City, Memphis, Racine, and St. Louis.  He also joined the LTIP I participants in the five-week Guatemala immersion this past May and June. Tony and Brendan Kelly (New York District) will be officially welcomed to the Jeremy House Community at the General Assembly of the Baltimore District in Philadelphia on Saturday, September 27th.  Brothers Pat Conway and Frank Carr will be present, but other Midwest Brothers are invited. Please inform Frank if you will attend so the names can be given to those organizing the day. Tony will move to Jeremy House on Wednesday, August 20 to begin his studies at La Salle University. His mailing address will be 6633 Ardleigh Street, Philadelphia PA 19119-3824. Telephone: 215-843-1884. Brothers, Partners and Volunteers are encouraged to write to him. Welcome, Tony!
Brother William Mann will be inaugurated as SMUMN President 

On September 26th Brother William Mann (LINE) will be installed as the thirteenth President of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. He began his term of office on June 1st following a national search for the position. The former Vicar General of the Christian Brothers from 2000 to 2007, he spent almost thirty years traveling around the country and the world as a leader in the Institute and as a guiding force in the evolution of the Lasallian educational global network. The inauguration liturgy will be at 10:00 am followed by a buffet luncheon. The inauguration convocation will be at 2:00 pm. 
District meetings are scheduled for September

The Finance Committee of the District will gather in Burr Ridge on September 10th for a scheduled meeting. Then the District Council will convene in Burr Ridge on September 12th for its fall meeting. On September 21st and 22nd the Mission and Ministry Council will meet in the Twin Cities.
Father Paul Novak will be installed as President

         On September 6, 2008 Rev. Paul E. Novak, OSM, will be installed as the next President of De La Salle Institute in Chicago during a 3:00 pm liturgy. The ceremony will be followed by a reception. The event will take place on the campus of the school at 3455 South Wabash Avenue in Chicago. For further information, contact Barbara Herring at (312) 842-7355, ext. 139. Congratulations, Father Paul! 
Midwest Lasallian universities will assess LTIP
         On September 8th Brother James Gaffney, President of Lewis University, Brother William Mann, President of Saint Mary's University, and H. Lance Forsdick, President of Christian Brothers University, will gather with the deans of their schools of education and the chairs of the theology/religion departments at the Provincialate Office in Burr Ridge to assess the Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program (LTIP). The LTIP is one way the Midwest District collaborates with the three universities in attracting young men to a career as a Lasallian educator.  More importantly the program also provides an opportunity for a young man to discern the life of a De La Salle Brother. In April of 2005, a meeting was held in at the Provincialate with two representatives from each university. Those in attendance included the deans of the school of education, as well as the chairs of the theology or religion/philosophy departments. In the three years since its implementation, eleven young men have participated in the LTIP I and II and in January 2009 another six students will begin LTIP III. Input from the universities will be helpful in assessing the future of the program.

Changes for the Midwest Directory are due

The Midwest District Directory is a valuable resource to the people serving within the Midwest District. Each year a concerted effort is made to update the directory and include current and accurate information, such as ministry web sites, email addresses, and cell phone numbers, which have become standard information for many listings. Brothers and Partners should review their current information and submit any additions, deletions or corrections. Don't forget to include the number of copies of the 2008-2009 Midwest Directory that will be needed for your ministry or residence. This project will be forwarded to the publisher around September 1st so a timely response is necessary. Send corrected information to Cheryl Garrigan cgarrigan@cbmidwest.org 
U.S./Toronto Region will support ministries
The US-Toronto Region/RCCB in cooperation with Francophone Canada and North Mexico expects to have one or more U.S. Brothers, Partners and/or Lasallian volunteers to augment the communities and ministries in Tijuana, Mexico, and in Montreal, Quebec, by September 2009. Interested Brothers should contact Brother Frank Carr.
Brother Frank Carr appointed new directors

In recent weeks Brother Frank Carr, Visitor, has appointed two community directors. Brother Philip Jones was appointed Director of the Lambert Hall Community in Memphis. In Romeoville Brother Philip Johnson was re-appointed Director of the La Salle House Community. Congratulations to both!
New Directors at Harvey House in Chicago

Kathy Donohue retired as the Harvey House Community Director on July 31st. She noted that the new Co-Directors will be Kendall Marsden and Kelly Botto.  Contact the new co-directors at the house 708-386-9634 or by email at Kendal.marsden@gmail.com or kbotto@sanmiguelchicago.org . Kathy felt it was time to move on after five years. She noted: “The good Lord is telling me it is time to move on.  The good Lord hasn't told me exactly where to move yet, but we are working on that!” Thank you, Kathy, for your years of service.
Brother Andrés Hibernón was declared Venerable
On July 3rd Pope Benedict XVI promulgated the Decree on the Heroic Virtues of the Servant of God Brother Andrés Hibernón, so the Institute has a new Venerable Brother.

He was born at Beizama (Guipúzcoa, Spain) September 3, 1880. Teacher and young director, he showed great didactic qualities, strong human virtues and high apostolic zeal. He was Provincial of the District of Madrid from 1925 to 1943, suffered much during the religious persecution in Spain, and was imprisoned twice. After 1939 he reorganized the District after the revolutionary storm, reigniting the religious spirit and initiating a new season of great prosperity. He died in Griñón on March 11, 1969.
Brother Martin Grimm will be remembered
Each month a memorial liturgy is celebrated in the Chapel of the Resurrection Medical Center Hospital for those who have died at the Center. Brother Martin Grimm will be among those remembered at the liturgies on Sunday, August 17th, at 6:15 am and 10:30 am. In addition, an inter-faith memorial service in the Chapel will take place at 3:00 pm on September 21st to remember those who have died. Brother Martin will be remembered at that service also. Brothers and friends are welcome to attend these memorials.
La Salle Manor prepares for 50th anniversary
The staff of La Salle Manor Retreat Center in Plano, IL, has completed plans to celebrate the Center’s 50th anniversary. The date is August 30, 2008. Check the web page for details about the event - http://www.lasallemanor.org/50thanniversary.php. Those who would like to make a contribution in honor of the event may do so via the web page. 

Director recommends book
Brother Bill Clarey, Director of Senior Brothers, recommends the book, The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully, by Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB. Not only accepting but celebrating getting old, this inspirational and illuminating work looks at the many facets of the aging process, from purposes and challenges to struggles and surprises. Central throughout is a call to cherish the blessing of aging as a natural part of life that is active, productive, and deeply rewarding. Perhaps the most important dimension revealed lies in the awareness that there is a purpose to aging and intention built into every stage of life. Chittister reflects on many key issues, including the temptation towards isolation, the need to stay involved, the importance of health and well-being, what happens when old relationships end or shift, the fear of tomorrow, and the mystery of forever. Readers are encouraged to surmount their fears of getting older and find beauty in aging well. Publisher: Bluebridge. ISBN-10: 1933346108. ISBN-13: 978-1933346106
Address correction for a recent death
     The recent letter announcing the death of Edward Kossuth, brother of Brother Augustine, had an incorrect address for his sister. Her correct address is Mrs. Emily Kossuth, 162 Nims Road, Forsyth, MO, 65653. 

Directory Changes
· Brother Denis Murphy: email - fmurphy_1@yahoo.com 

· Brother Leo Jones – residence – 100 Faculty Lane, Romeoville, IL, 60446.

Phone – (815) 836-5677 FAX – (815) 836-5858 
· Brother Norman McCarthy - Franciscan Villa - D 13, 17110 East 51st Street, South Broken Arrow, OK 74012. Phone (918) 381-4232. 
Congratulations to
· Brother James Gaffney, who was honored by Ed and Gloria Dollinger of Joliet, Illinois, with a scholarship fund in his name to benefit Lewis University students.  

· Brother Jeffrey Gros, who will be inaugurated as the Distinguished Professor of Ecumenical and Historical Theology on September 16th at Memphis Theological Seminary. 

· Brother Paul Grass, who was featured in an article titled, “Life Can Be Communicated in One Moment,” in the current catalogue of Saint Mary’s Press. Contact Brother Joseph Martin for a PDF copy jmartin@cbmidwest.org .
· Brother Larry Schatz, who published the book, Walking with the Word: Daily Ventures into 15 Books of the Bible, with Saint Mary’s Press. Contact Saint Mary’s Press (800) 533-8095. ISBN: 978-0-88489-993-8. $12.95. 
Health Updates

· George Werle, 76, brother of Brother Robert, was advised that his cancer has returned and he has a few months to live.

· Brother Peter Hannon had a carotid endarterectomy on July 28th to remove the plaque from the carotid arteries in his neck. 
· Brother Larry Zeman continues the chemotherapy for the tumors in his left rib cage, and he attends cardiac rehab three times each week. 

· Brother Walter Schreiner learned from a recent colonoscopy that he has a large, aggressively growing pre-cancerous polyp that could not be removed completely by the usual snaring technique. Scheduled surgery to remove part of the colon to prevent the polyp from becoming malignant has been delayed for six weeks so that stents can be placed. 
· Brother Leo Gilskey is now a resident of Hospice at Resurrection Life Center.

· Brother Kevin Mackey is also a resident of the Resurrection Life Center.  

· Brother Maurice Anglim also resides at the Life Center.  
Rest in Peace
· Brother Martin (Ladislaus Martin) Grimm, 72, died at Resurrection Medical Center in Chicago on June 30, 2008. A De La Salle Christian Brother for 55 years, he was born Charles Robert in Amarillo, TX, the son of George and Anna (Friemel) Grimm. He attended Price College H.S. in Amarillo and then joined the Brothers in Glencoe, MO, where he entered the novitiate in 1953. He made his first vows in 1954 and his perpetual vows in 1960. In 1957 Brother Martin earned his B.A. degree from St. Mary’s College in Winona, MN. He taught at Price College in Amarillo and at St. Patrick H.S. in Chicago. After he became ill with multiple sclerosis, he wrote weekly columns for three national Catholic papers from 1960 to 1980 by using a special remote control typewriter that was created for him. From 1980 to 1993 he was a tutor at O’Hara H.S. in Kansas City, MO. Since 1999 he lived at Resurrection Life Center in Chicago and Wheaton Convalescent Home. Survivors include his step mother, Mary Grimm, of Lubbock, TX, his brothers George and Donald of Amarillo, and the Christian Brothers of the Midwest District. A Memorial Mass was celebrated on July 10th at St. James Catholic Church in Chicago. 

· Brother Mark (Hilarion Mark) Gault, 90, died on Sunday, August 10th, at Highland Chateau in St. Paul, MN. A De La Salle Christian Brother for 72 years, he was born Benton Lee Gault in Gentry County, MO, the son of Benton and Minnie (Eiberger) Gault. He attended Christian Brothers High School and La Salle Institute in Missouri before joining the Brothers in 1936. He professed his first vows in 1937 in Glencoe, MO, and his final vows in 1943 at Beaver Island, MI. Brother Mark received his bachelor's degree from Saint Mary's College in Winona, MN, in 1940 and a master's degree in American History in 1952 from De Paul University in Chicago. He taught at high schools in Illinois, Texas and Wisconsin. From 1959 to 1965 he was Assistant Principal and then Principal at De La Salle H.S. in Minneapolis. He was the Director of the Christian Brothers Provincial Offices in St. Paul from 1972 to 1979. From 1987 to 1991 he lived with the Brothers at Cretin-Derham H.S. and then moved to Dunrovin Retreat Center in Marine-on-St. Croix, MN where he served until 2004. Then he returned to the Cretin-Derham community. Survivors include his sisters, Margaret Jackson of Sierra Vista, AZ, and Mary Frances Moore of Kansas City, MO. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on August 13th at Holy Spirit Church in St. Paul, MN with interment the next day at Resurrection Cemetery, Mendota Heights, MN.
· Brother Daniel Casey, (LINE) Vice Chancellor of Bethlehem University, died on July 30th at St. Antoine Residence in North Smithfield, RI, where he had lived since January to receive treatment for a recurrence of cancer. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at the Cathedral of SS Peter and Paul in Providence, RI, on August 4th. Interment was at Christian Brothers Cemetery in Narragansett, RI. 

· Edward Kossuth, 85, brother of Brother Augustine, died on July 23rd in Forsyth, MO. Survivors include his wife Emily, four sons, and two sisters, Irene Kossuth, of South Bend, IN, and Rita Thomas, of Fort Worth, TX. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on July 26th at Our Lady of the Ozarks Church in Forsyth. Interment was at Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Springfield, MO. 
· Donald H. Amidei, 82, teacher and track coach at St. George H.S. in Evanston, IL, from 1951 until 1969, died on July 17th from complications from Alzheimer’s. He later served as the Northwestern University Wildcats’ head coach for thirteen seasons and mentored seven track All-Americans. He was also an assistant coach at DePaul University. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on July 21st at Mary Seat of Wisdom Church in Park Ridge, IL. 
