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Chapter Delegates in Rome all of May 

Brother Frank Carr, Visitor, will depart on April 20th for a short break, and then assist with the last minute preparations for the General Chapter in Rome. The 44th General Chapter begins on April 30th and concludes on June 3rd. Brother Thomas Johnson is the other delegate attending from the Midwest District. During this time Brother Armand Alcazar will handle any District business. 

Prayer for the 44th General Chapter is in this newsletter

For those Brothers or communities who may need a copy, the Prayer for the 44th General Chapter is on the next page of this newsletter. As a preparation for this important gathering, Brothers and Partners are asked to pray it daily. 

Brother Superior has published the Chapter report

Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, Superior General, has published his report on the 43rd General Chapter. It details the charges from the last Chapter, indicates what the Superior General and the Council have done, and makes recommendations for the 44th General Chapter. The report is available in a PDF format and can be found here: 

www.lasalle.org/English/Resources/Publications/PDF/44Chapter/43_ISG_web_ing.pdf 

Brother Lawrence Humphrey will become Regional Coordinator

Brother Robert Schieler, President of the Regional Conference, announced in March that Brother Lawrence Humphrey of the Midwest District will succeed Brother Thomas Johnson as Regional Coordinator for the United States/Toronto Region.  Brother Larry, who is currently the President of Christian Brothers College High School in St. Louis, MO, was the unanimous choice of the Visitors.  Brother Superior endorsed the Visitors' recommendation and approved Brother Larry's three-year appointment, effective August 1, 2007. Brother Superior has invited him to attend the 44th General Chapter as a consultant, just as the other Regional Coordinators have been invited. Congratulations, Brother Larry!

Brother Thomas Hetland is the next Director of Development

Brother Frank Carr, Visitor, announced that Brother Thomas Hetland has accepted the invitation to become the Midwest District Director of Development when Leo Hirsch retires this summer. Brother Tom will begin on July 1st. Brother Frank expressed his gratitude to Brother Tom for his willingness to take this position which, as many valued alumni continue to age, will require creative programs to continue the much-needed promotion of the mission and a consistent revenue stream for supplementing the funds required to operate the District. Congratulations, Brother Tom!

Prayer for the 44th General Chapter

Lord, God of life and of the Kingdom,

God of the poor and of those who hope,

we offer you our joys and our sufferings,

our difficulties and our hopes.

Help us to rekindle the dream

of John Baptist de La Salle

in order to be witnesses of hope

for the children and young people who are poor,

neglected or disoriented.

Help us to live passionately for Christ

and for humanity on our road

of conversion and renewal.

Send us your Spirit, Lord,

stimulate the path we are walking

and rekindle our passion for the education mission

shared by our Brothers,

Associates and Collaborators.

Enlighten our capitulants

and give them your Spirit of wisdom and strength,

boldness and fidelity.

We ask this of you, united with

Saint John Baptist de La Salle and all those

who have gone before us in this mission.

In your hands, Lord,

we place our 44th General Chapter.

Amen.

Midwest District Chapter committee will meet

On April 19th and 20th the members of the Chapter Planning Committee will meet in Burr Ridge to continue preparations for the summer gathering. Approximately one hundred people will be invited to the Chapter Convocation, about one-third Brothers and two-thirds Partners. Thanks to the members of the committee who have spent many hours to develop a creative approach to address issues of the Brothers Life and the Mission in the Midwest District: Brother Milton Barker, Dr. Mary Fox, Brother James Gaffney, Karin McClelland-Anderer, Dr. Evelyn McDonald, Jerome Meeds, and Brother Mark Snodgrass. 

May 15th is Founder’s Day

John Baptist de La Salle was declared the Patron Saint of educators on this date in 1950. He was the first to dignify teaching as a ministry in itself. He is remembered as having built up communities of Brother-teachers who would be faithful and of support to each other, consecrated by vows. This was a new development in the Church. This is an Institute Solemnity and an occasion to celebrate the ministry of all Brothers and Partners. 

Midwest District Retreat was a success

About eighty Brothers attended the Midwest District Retreat at the University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL, during the Holy Week Triduum. Fr. Matthew O’Toole presided at the liturgies and spoke of Holy Week themes. Thank you to all who attended and to all those who accepted specific functions and assisted with the prayer services and other parts of the program. 

Holy Family Catholic H.S. has new President

Patrick Peyton, Chair of the Board of Directors, announced that James F. Hamburge has accepted the position of President of Holy Family Catholic H.S. in Victoria, MN. He is a highly esteemed and recognized Catholic education leader in the Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis. During the past five years he successfully guided Judge Memorial Catholic H.S. in Salt Lake City, UT, through a $10 million capital campaign to enhance the campus. He also served a fourteen-year term as President of Benilde-St. Margaret School in St. Louis Park, MN. He earned an MA and a BA in English and Education from the University of St. Thomas and was a member of the University of St. Thomas’ first doctoral cohort program in Education Administration. Congratulations, James!

Directory Changes

· Brother John Vietoris: email correction – vietorjo@lewisu.edu
Brother Jeffrey Calligan sent a message

“Just wanted to let you all know that the doctor unveiled the wound from the thyroid operation.  The tissue taken out was all benign...no cancer.  Just have to let the stitches fall out now and the wound heal.  I am better than new! I am grateful to all of you for your  love and prayers.  It made my day -- as they say. I am in good spirits and full of energy.  Now to tackle the job of packing up this house and moving to St. Paul's by the end of April. Again, thank you. May God be your reward. Your brother, Jeffrey.”

LI-NE District hosted regional conference

The LI-NE District hosted the meeting of the Regional Conference of Christian Brothers (the Visitors of the USA/Toronto Region) from January 18th to 20th. Brother Edmond Precourt, Visitor of LI-NE served as host for this meeting, which was run by the chairman, Brother Robert Schieler, Visitor of the Baltimore District. Among those present for these days were Vicar General Brother William Mann as well as Mrs. Leanne Romani of La Salle Academy in Providence, RI, who reported on the International Assembly that was held in Rome this past November. Brothers Kevin Dalmasse, Gerard Frendreis, Thomas Johnson, and Thomas Lackey were present on behalf of the Regional Office. Among the issues discussed by the Brother Visitors were the progress on the Regional Task Force on Mission and Association, a report on the St. Mary’s Press Symposium on Catechetics, a report on the San Francisco District’s School Choice Program, and a discussion of the preparations for the upcoming 44th General Chapter in Rome.

Health Updates

· Brother Stanislaus Campbell, Visitor of the San Francisco District, has been hospitalized for some time and underwent an endoscopy for internal blockage. He returned home on April 6th and will continue physical therapy.   

· Brother Adrian Powers is recuperating at home from a gastrointestinal infection. 

· Brother Bernard Zacheis has now graduated to a cane after his right hip replacement surgery several weeks ago.  

· Brother John Johnston continues with chemotherapy every other week, with fatigue and drowsiness being the primary side effects. He had a negative CAT scan recently, so the therapy is working.  

· Brother Larry Zeman has started chemotherapy following the discovery of two tumors inside his ribs. He also had an angioplasty. 

· Brother Chris Kavanaugh is recuperating at home after his recent fall at home.  He has completed the radiation treatments to his back and now has less pain in the back region. 

· Brother Joseph Seiler was recently hospitalized at Alexian Brothers Hospital for swelling to his legs.

· Brother Bernard Richard is home after a hospitalization at Michael Reese to check his cardiac status.

· Howard Snodgrass, father of Brother Mark, has been dealing with failing memory and depression. Other health issues include a couple of planned heart catheterizations and difficulty swallowing, which has been inhibiting his eating for quite some time

Rest in Peace

· Brother Justin Lucian, 82, died from lung cancer on April 7th at home in Memphis, TN. A De La Salle Christian Brother for 64 years, he was born Thomas Joseph Belanger in Minneapolis, MN, the son of Joseph and Rose Anna (Pelletier) Belanger. He attended De La Salle H.S. in Minneapolis and then transferred to La Salle Institute in Glencoe, MO. He made his first vows in Glencoe in 1944 and his perpetual vows in 1950 in Winona, MN. He earned a BA from St. Mary’s College in Winona in 1947 and an MA from De Paul University in 1952. He received a Doctor of Humanities in Psychology from St. Paul University in the Philippines in 1974. From 1947 to 1951 he taught in Chicago at St. Mel and at De La Salle and then at Cretin H.S. in St. Paul, MN, for seven years. For several years he taught at De La Salle University in Manila, Philippines, and also served as Provincial of the District of the Philippines from 1966 to 1970. From 1974 to 1993 he taught at Christian Brothers University where he retired from the psychology department as Professor Emeritus. For over ten years he served as a volunteer docent at the Memphis Zoo. Survivors include his sister Annabelle Sorsensen and several nieces. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on April 13th in Stritch Chapel adjacent to the Brothers’ residence on the campus of Christian Brothers University in Memphis, TN. 

· Frances Kramper, 91, mother of Brother Leo, died on March 17th in Sioux City, NE. Other survivors include sons Ralph, Father Jim, Edward and Philip, and daughters Ann Bohnert and Joan O’Neill, and one brother. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on March 23rd at St. Patrick’s Church in Jackson, NE, with interment at St. John’s Cemetery. 

· Robert “Philip” Hogan, 81, retired Professor Emeritus at Lewis University, died in Akron, OH, on Monday, March 19th. Former Brother Herbert Philip, he entered the novitiate in 1944 and received his B.S. from Saint Mary’s College. He taught at CBC St. Louis, De La Salle Kansas City, and St. Patrick’s Chicago. Later he taught at Saint Mary’s College and at Lewis College before his dispensation in 1968. Visitation was on Friday, March 23rd at Fred C. Dames Funeral Home in Joliet, IL. Mass of Christian Burial was on Saturday, March 24th at Sancta Alberta Chapel on the Lewis University campus.

· George Craver, 73, of Boulder Hill, IL, died at his home on March 12th from cancer. Former Brother James George, he attended St. George H.S. in Chicago and entered the novitiate in 1951. He later taught at St. George, Helias H.S., De La Salle Chicago, and St. Charles Borromeo Seminary and Lewis College before leaving the Brothers in 1970 and then getting married. A gathering of friends was held on March 17th, and the family arranged for a private memorial service.
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Health Tips, April, 2007

Health Screenings

We frequently talk about being proactive in our health care. Eating sensibly, exercising, managing stress, not smoking and regular check-ups are all proactive approaches to our personal health. Are we assured of non-disease if we do all these things? No! Heredity and non-lifestyle factors are hidden issues that affect our health.

Is it helpful to diagnose an illness before one becomes symptomatic? Yes! Diseases that are found early can be treated and result in an improved outcome or perhaps a cure. We can detect these illnesses through screening for these diseases. Most commonly, health screenings are done to detect early cancers. Take a few minutes to read these guidelines from the American Cancer Society, make an appointment with your health care provider and become proactive in your quest for health!

Colon/Rectal cancer:  Stool test for blood every year starting at age 50.




  Flexible sigmoidoscopy every 5 years starting at age 50 OR



  Double-contrast barium enema every 5 years starting at age 50 OR




  Colonoscopy every 10 years starting at age 50

Prostate cancer: 
  PSA and digital rectal exam every year starting at age 50

Lymph node cancer:    Your health care provider will include evaluations of these

Skin cancer:

   areas when you have your regular check-ups, which are 
Thyroid cancer:
   usually annually after age 50.

Oral cavity cancer:      Your dentist and dental hygienist will evaluate this during your 




  regular check-up, which should be every 6-12 months.

Lung cancer:

  There are no screening tests for lung cancer


The most common cancers in the adult male are prostate, colon, rectal, and lung, followed by cancers of the blood (leukemias) and cancers of the lymph nodes  (lymphomas). Screen for them and stay healthy!! 

Pat Bader, APRN, BC

References: ACS, NIH, web sites
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