PRAYING for the NEEDS of OTHERS

Lord, hear my prayer; listen to my cry for help.

Psalm 86:6
PRESENCE of GOD

We pause and remember that whenever two or three gather together in the name of You, Lord, You promise to be here with us. In the name of our abiding God Who is Creator, Redeemer and Consoler. All praise is Yours now and forever. Amen.

PALM 5

Hear my words, O LORD; listen to my sighing.

Hear my cry for help, my God! To you I pray, O Lord;

at dawn You will hear my cry; 

at dawn I will plead before You and wait.

You are not a god who delights in evil.
SOME OF OUR NEEDS

For the sick, chronically ill, the dying...

For those who are grieving...

For ourselves that we may be strengthened and grow in our faith...

For those who have left the faith...

For those facing marital discord...

For those facing financial problems...

For those who have lost their jobs, homes, self esteem...

For those who are encountering mental diseases...

For an increase of vocations to church ministry...

For the poor and destitute...

For widows and orphans...

For the leaders of the church...

For migrants and the undocumented...

For those who are deprived an education...

For those who minister to us in the medical professions...

For police, fire and first aid personnel...

For those who serve in the military...

For those who serve our country in government office...

For peace, harmony and justice in our world...

For the lonely, the marginalized, the outcasts of society...

For the ability to be more compassionate and caring...

For the addicted, the run away, and unwanted...

For a spirit of joy and acceptance for all of us...

For our faults and failings...

For those unjustly accused, maligned, and falsely imprisoned...

For those who do not experience true freedom...

For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness and the ravages of war...

For those who are the victims of accidents and natural catastrophes...

For those who have little respect for creation and human life...

For those who bring beauty to our world...

FOR all students and teachers as they pursue wisdom and knowledge...

For those who would harm us...

AND for ...

MATTHEW 7:7-11

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you.

For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; 

and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

Which one of you would hand his/her son a stone when he asks for a loaf of bread, or a snake when he asks for a fish? If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask Him.

REFLECTION

No, people aren't wrong who say God always answers our prayers. It would be wrong, however, to say He always answers them the way we want Him to.

One of the Bible's greatest truths is that God loves us - and because He loves us, He hears our prayers when we come to Him in faith. The Bible says, "While they are still speaking I will hear" (Isaiah 65:24). Just as an earthly father listens to his children, so God - our heavenly Father - hears the prayers of His children.

But God also knows what is best for us - which is why He sometimes says "No" to our requests. We may think He's ignoring us or refusing to hear us - but that isn't true. God always answers our prayer - even when His answer was "No", or "Not yet." We see only a small part of the picture - but God sees the whole, and He knows what is best. Saint Paul undoubtedly asked God to release him from prison so he could continue preaching, but God said "No" - and as a result Paul had the time to write some of his most important letters.

Thank God for the privilege of prayer - and thank Him too that He knows what is best for us, even when we don't understand. Thank Him most of all for Jesus Christ, Who by His death and resurrection opened heaven's doors for us, enabling us to come to God in prayer.




A PRAYER
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    Hear our cries Lord,




Hear our prayers.




 Take our burdens,

Calm our fears.

God will You make us

A people that love You.

  Please take our offerings


That we set before You

God hear our prayers

That we're lifting up to You.

God see our tears

That we're struggling to see through.

God, hear our prayers to You.


In our weakness,

You remain.

When we're broken,

You sustain.

God hear our prayers.

We lift them to You.

God hear our prayers,

Lord make our hearts true.

Will You make our hearts true?

Hear our prayers Lord.

Receive and embrace them.

The hopes of the empty,

The cries of the broken.

We're reaching our hands out,

Oh Lord will You hold them?
OUR FATHER...

HYMN

Remember Your love and Your faithfulness, O Lord.

Remember Your people and have mercy on us Lord.

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear?  

The Lord is my life and my refuge, when I call God hears.   R
If You dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand?  

But with You there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.   R

O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. 

My heart cries out for Your presence; it is You I seek.   R
As watchmen who wait upon the daylight, wait for the Lord.  

I trust in Your kindness and redemption and Your faithful word.   R

Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape, 

even then, O Lord, You were our refuge throughout every age.   R
Saint John Baptist de La Salle

and all you holy Brothers who have gone before us,

help us to accept the holy will of God in our regard.

Live Jesus in our hearts.

Forever!
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If your day is hemmed in with prayer, 

it is less likely to come unraveled.

The greatest gift we can give to others is our prayers.
