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Two Councils will meet in January

The District Mission and Ministry Council will meet on January 8-9, 2009, and the District Council will meet on January 29, 2009. Both meetings will be in Burr Ridge. 
National Vocation Awareness Week is in January

From January 11-17, 2009 the Church will celebrate National Vocation Awareness Week. Each person has been given the responsibility to foster vocations in the Church. During this week Catholics pray especially for an increase in vocations to religious life and the priesthood. This year the focus for the program is living a life of virtue and centers on Galatians 2:20: “Now it is no longer I, but Christ who lives in me.” The program has been expanded to include adult faith formation and family formation programs. For more information and to order planning kits in English and Spanish, check the web page for the National Coalition for Church Vocations http://www.nccv-vocations.org/ 
Catholic Schools Week will be in January
The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2009 celebrates Catholic schools and community service. Catholic Schools Week is celebrated nationally the last week in January, which this year will be January 25th – 31st.  The logo for the observance shows the words “Celebrate Service” and hands reaching out and surrounding a globe. The “t” in the word celebrate is formed as a cross. “Civic engagement is a hallmark of Catholic education,” said Karen Ristau, president of the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA).  “The majority of elementary and secondary schools participate in service projects ranging from collecting canned goods for the homeless to rebuilding schools in the hurricane-torn gulf, so it was natural that we choose service as a major theme.” Schools typically celebrate Catholic Schools Week with Masses, open houses and activities for students, administrators, faculty, school staff, the community and families.  Additionally this year many schools will undertake new service projects. More information is available at the NCEA web page: http://www.ncea.org/news/CatholicSchoolsWeek.asp .

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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Brother Frank will take an extended vacation
Brother Frank Carr, Provincial, will take an extended vacation during the Christmas holidays. He will be out of the office from December 16th to January 5th. In his absence Brother Larry Schatz or other members of the Midwest District team will respond.  
Brother Frank mailed two new circular letters

Brother Frank Carr mailed to all the Brothers a copy of Circular #459, “Convocation of the Process for the Revision of the Rule of the Brothers of the Christian Schools.” In addition, each community received a copy of circular #458, “In Memoriam: Brother John Johnston.” Any Brother wanting his own copy of the Brother John Johnston circular will need to call or email and request one. Contact Cheryl Garrigan in Burr Ridge: cgarrigan@cbmidwest.org 
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life is in February

On February 8, 2009 the Church will celebrate World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. World Day for Consecrated Life is an opportunity for all those who have offered their lives to Christ to renew together their "yes" to the special vocation they have received. It is also a day for the entire Church to pray for those in Consecrated Life. More information and planning kits are available from the National Coalition for Church Vocations: 
http://www.nccv-vocations.org/ac.html . 
Each diocese may have a different schedule for this event. Check with a local diocesan office. 
Serra International initiated the College Connection program
Serra International has the mission “to foster, affirm and promote vocations to ministry in the Catholic Church.” Recently the organization launched the 2009 College Connection Activating Kit to help high school graduates locate the “Catholic presence” when they arrive on a college campus, especially at schools that have an active campus ministry program. A 2005 study completed by CARA for the U.S. Bishops confirmed that those who are active in campus ministry attended mass more often, donated more to their parishes, became leaders in their parishes, and were more likely to consider a vocation to religious life or the priesthood. This program is designed to increase the number of students who participate in campus ministry programs across the country. Serra is working closely with the Catholic Campus Ministry Association and the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministers. Find details at http://www.serraus.org/ 
Lasallian Volunteers had a run for their money

On November 23rd seventy-six runners (40 LV’s, 13 Alums, 4 Brothers, and 19 friends) successfully completed a marathon, half marathon, or 8K run, many as their first race, in the Philly ’08 marathon “to save the world one mile at a time.” The LV marathon goal was $56,000, but they exceeded that by $6,000. Their efforts secured an additional ten Lasallian Volunteers and moved them closer to the goal of 75 LV’s in the future. The Lasallian Volunteers extend their thanks to all those who supported their effort. 
New District seeks an Executive Director

The newly formed Eastern District of North America is looking for a candidate who would serve as the first Executive Director of the Office of Mission and Ministry. The Executive Director of the Office of Mission and Ministry reports to the Visitor of The District of Eastern North American, oversees and chairs the District’s Mission Executive Council, and works in collaboration with other District staff and councils to provide leadership, support and assistance to individually sponsored Lasallian Ministries of the District as well as manage the network of those ministries and their associations. Expression of interest should be received no later than January 15, 2009. Check for details on the Midwest District web page - http://www.cbmidwest.org/ .
Young Lasallian Leadership program will be in Rome
Preparations are underway for a Young Lasallian Leadership Formation Program to take place at the Generalate in July 2009. The experience will be making “Lasallian History” as the first regional formation program for Young Lasallian leaders. The International Council of Young Lasallians selected the RELEM (Europe-Mediterranean) region for this pilot project. The hope is to have thirty-five participants from throughout the region receive leadership training so that they in turn may return to their sending districts and replicate the program.  Representatives are also being invited from each of the other four regions of the Institute so that they too will be able to culturally adapt the program for their own areas. 

Lasallian Vocation Retreat attracted students

The De La Salle Christian Brothers of the western province recently sponsored the annual Lasallian Vocation Retreat for Male Students. Students from Lasallian schools in California and Oregon came together for three days to consider how they are being “called and chosen” by God.  Eleven Christian Brothers and several lay facilitators also took part in the event, held November 8 -10 at St. Joseph’s Camp on the Russian River. A Lasallian Vocation Retreat for female students was initiated last year. The second annual “Called and Chosen” retreat for female students will be January 17-19, 2009, with students from six Lasallian schools in the western United States expected to take part.

Brother Larry Zeman sent this message

“My chemo continues to combat my cancer, and my acupuncture continues to combat its side effects. Aside from a few worn-down days from chemo and trips to the hospital for treatments every three weeks, I'm working nearly full time in De La Salle's campus ministry office. The oncologist says my chemo on December 1st may have been my last; we will confirm that decision with diagnostic PET scan at the end of the month. I look forward to hosting a Christmas gathering of my family on December 27th. Thank you, Brothers, for all the prayers and words of support.”
Brother Denis Murphy will leave for Iraq

Brother Denis will begin his trip from Chicago to New York on December 15th where he will change planes to continue his flight to Amman, Jordan which will take 11 1/2 hours. He will be met by Brother Raphael Gonzales from the Brothers’ school in Amman where he will stay until December 18th. He will meet with Ann Montgomery an 82 year old CPTer who tutored at Bethlehem University when she was on the Christian Peacemaker Team in Hebron. She will be in route to the States for Christmas. Brother Denis will fly to Suleimaiya, Iraq, on the 18th. The city is located in northern Iraq about 20 miles from Iran. The passport visa stamp will indicate Kurdistan rather than Iraq. Some of the activities of the CPT include defending journalists, opposing women’s oppression, and negotiating for land for people living along the Iranian border whose villages have been bombed. CPT activities will be further explained in the next News Notes.      
Directory Change

· Brother Christopher Soosai (India) at SMUMN: csaroc08@smumn.edu 
Health Updates

· Brother Michael Lee Anderson's mother fell and broke her neck. Surgery has been scheduled. 
· Brother Edward Salgado is healing well after his hip replacement. He is now using a cane for support.

· Brother Walter Schreiner is battling additional complications from surgery but is back to teaching. 

· Brother Richard Brady has a new room number at Resurrection Nursing & Rehab.  He is now in room 346 bed 1. His phone number is 847-655-3019.

Rest in Peace
· Angelo J. Nickele, father of former Brother Matthew, died in mid November in Chicago. Other survivors include his wife Nancy and two daughters. His funeral was on November 19th at Divine Savior Church with interment at Maryhill Cemetery. 

· Charles F. Harding, father of Brother Thomas, died from a massive stroke on December 1st in South Bend, IN. At his request there will be no visitation or funeral mass. A memorial service will be celebrated at a later date. Other survivors include his wife Camilla, another son and a daughter. 
A Phoenix company has De La Salle statue

Brother Edmond Precourt, Visitor of LINE, responded to a request for information about obtaining a statue of De La Salle. A Phoenix based company named Autom has produced a new statue which is pictured below. It is 5 foot tall, and the cost is $4,995. The pedestal pictured next to it is 12 inches tall and costs an additional $795. The statue is made of resin and is for outdoor use. For information: Tom DiGiovanni, Autom, 5226 South 31st. Place, Phoenix, AZ 85040. Direct Phone 602-232-1821. Fax 602-243-3878. mmr@autom.net 
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News Notes, December 2008

Continued Purpose in Retirement 

ReTIREment is an interesting word. Do you change the whole tire or do you ReTREAD?

QUESTIONS TO PONDER

• Have we identified our strengths, passions and interests of our youth and retooled them into major focal points of our retirement?

• Do we wake up in the morning and “accept” another day of sameness or do we envision the possibilities of being more fully alive than we were in our youth?

• Do we view ourselves as “over the hill” or do we look for additional hills to climb?

• Do we allow ourselves to be encumbered by social and physical isolation or do we actively seek to reduce the barriers to self-fulfillment?

• As aging educators, do we embrace the philosophy we have taught; that of exploration of ideas and activities for the sake of personal growth?

• Do we see this time as a time to bloom or a time to wither?

• Has our religion actually become our spirituality with all the awareness of Spirit that this entails?

• Do we view our community members as having new perspectives to be explored in renewed relationships or are they just “the same old quirky person”?

• Have we engaged in an enduring activity in order to maintain a sense of commitment?

• Have we transformed the learning of youth into the understanding of age?

• Have we shared the great gift of our life-learned wisdom with the next generation, in the sense of “giving back”?

• Do we appreciate the importance of good health enough that we truly take care of the physical body?

• Are we able to turn the grief of loss into creative outlets or do we grieve with no positivity about the life lost?

• Do we value the place of humor in aging and good health?

• Do we realize that there is a grace and calmness to reinventing ourselves as we age?

• Are we making a lasting impression now on those we will leave behind, with the understanding this is our legacy?  

THOUGHTS TO EMBRACE

• I never remember feeling tired by work, though idleness exhausts me completely.


Arthur Conan Doyle

• The doors of wisdom are never shut.


Benjamin Franklin

•The greatest obstacle to discovery is not ignorance- it is the illusion of knowledge.

Daniel J. Boorstin

• In this world, it is not what we take up, but what we give up that makes us rich.


Henry Ward Beecher

• Happiness is the utilization of one’s talents along lines of excellence.


Aristotle

• When physical eyesight declines, spiritual eyesight increases.


Plato

• We turn not older with years, but newer every day.


Emily Dickinson

• To know how to grow old is the master work of wisdom and one of the most difficult chapters in the great art of living.


Henri Frederic Amiel

• How beautiful the leaves grow old, how full of light and color are their last days.


John Burroughs

•Nothing is inherently and invincibly young except spirit, and spirit can enter a human being perhaps better in the quiet of old age and swell there more undisturbed than in the turmoil of adventure.


George Santayana

• We stand on the shoulders of giants.

Br. Francis Carr, Provincial

• Whether you choose to reTIRE or reTREAD, keep the vehicle moving!

Pat Bader FNP-BC

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

• The Gift of Years; Growing Old Gracefully by Joan Chittister, Blue Bridge, 2008

• The Mature Mind; the Positive Power of the Aging Brain by Gene D. Cohen MD, PhD, Basic Books 2005

Megabus is a bargain travel option

Given passenger demand and a 219 percent growth in the last year, megabus.com, an express bus service with fares as low as $1, has purchased 96 double-decker buses to be added to their routes in the Midwest and Northeast from October 2008 through August 2009. "Based on the overwhelming popularity of our service and our commitment to provide an affordable travel alternative, megabus.com has invested in 96 new touring double-decker buses, in an effort to meet the expanding customer demand," said Dale Moser, president and COO of megabus.com. The 81-passenger, 13.1 feet high, double-decker buses offer a panoramic view and are equipped with comfortable reclining seats with safety belts, reading lamps, power outlets, free WiFi, restroom and are ADA accessible. 

The double-decker, which is designed with the latest technology available, also provides significant environmental benefits. Each new double-decker bus has the potential to remove 81 automobiles from the highway and is among the most energy and fuel efficient way to travel. According to Moser, the double-decker is 10 times more efficient than a 737 airplane and 25 times more efficient than a single-passenger car per passenger per mile. 

Specifically the megabus.com double-decker's fuel consumption per passenger per mile is .002 gallon, a 737 is .02 gallon and a single-passenger car is .05 gallon. Visit www.megabus.com for route availability, arrival and departure times and mobile travel alerts. And check www.coachusa.com for more.
Birthdays - January – March 2009

January
  3
Stephen Markham


  
Leonard Stoffel


  7
Jeffrey Gros


10
Mark Gubbels


14
Raphael Mascari

15 Alan Parham
17
Sarah Crabtree


Christopher Soosai

19
Andrew Jacobson


21
Leon Leba



Michael Schain


26
Kevin Fitzgerald


29
Cyril Pahl



Robert Staub

February

  1
Regis Morgan


10
Karen Schutten


11
Thomas Harding

14 Thomas Houde

15
Arnold McMullen



Stephen Rusyn


17
Patrick Conway



Norman Wray

19 Jessica Parfitt 
Edward Salgado


21
Edmund Siderewicz



23
Cathie Swanson



24
Damian Steger



25
Nicholas Geimer


Lawrence Humphrey

26 Kathryn Hills 
Kristen Rafferty



Andy Weingarten

27
Jennifer Tonkin
28
Roderick Robertson


March

  3
Bob Dressel


  4
Michael Lee Anderson



Finbar McMullen


  5
Bernard Brungardt 
  9
Michael Quirk
12
Charles Burke
 

13
Pat Bader

14
Patrick O’Brien

17
Christopher Buck


18
Michael Schmelzer


20
John Blease



Peter Hannon


21
Richard Geimer



Robert Veselsky



22
Michael Flaherty

26 Basil Rothweiler


28
Robert Werle


31
Thomas Hetland
Brother Francis Carr, Visitor, Midwest

January 2009

	Thurs
	1
	New Year’s Day 

	Fri
	2
	Vacation

	Sat
	3
	Vacation

	Sun
	4
	Vacation 

	Mon
	5
	Travel to Chicago

	Tues
	6
	9AM Team Meeting

	Wed
	7
	 

	Thurs
	8
	Mission and Ministry Council – Burr Ridge

	Fri
	9
	Mission and Ministry Council / 4:45PM to St. Louis

	Sat
	10
	LTIP - Glencoe

	Sun
	11
	LTIP – Glencoe

	Mon
	12
	LTIP – Glencoe

	Tues
	13
	LTIP / 1:45 to New Orleans

	Wed
	14
	RCCB (Visitors)

	Thurs
	15
	RCCB

	Fri
	16
	RCCB

	Sat
	17
	To Chicago

	Sun
	18
	

	Mon
	19
	Martin Luther King (Holiday Observance)

	Tues
	20
	Inauguration Day

	Wed
	21
	Branding meeting – Chicago 

	Thurs
	22
	Branding meeting – Chicago 

	Fri
	23
	To Tucson/ 3PM CMSM Executive Committee

	Sat
	24
	CMSM Retreat

	Sun 
	25
	CMSM Retreat / Catholic Schools Week begins

	Mon
	26
	CMSM Retreat

	Tues
	27
	CMSM Retreat

	Wed
	28
	To Chicago

	Thurs
	29
	District Council

	Fri
	30
	St. Mutien Marie

	Sat
	31
	


 Brother Francis Carr, Visitor, Midwest

February, 2009

	Sun
	1
	To Winona

	Mon
	2
	Saint Mary’s Press Board / 5:55PM to Chicago

	Tues
	3
	To Covington, LA

	Wed
	4
	Resource Center for Religious Institutes

	Thurs
	5
	RCRI

	Fri
	6
	To Chicago

	Sat
	7
	 

	Sun
	8
	World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life / 5PM Community

	Mon
	9
	Feast of St. Miguel/ 8AM Chicago Lasallian Convocation/ 2PM Lewis Board

	Tues
	10
	To Memphis / 2PM CBU Board

	Wed
	11
	To Chicago

	Thurs
	12
	To MSP/  SMUMN Board

	Fri
	13
	SMUMN Board / 4:50 PM to Chicago

	Sat
	14
	

	Sun
	15
	BJM Day – Stevens Point / To Jacksonville

	Mon
	16
	Presidents Day – Holiday Observance/ CMSM Board

	Tues
	17
	CMSM Board

	Wed
	18
	CMSM Board 

	Thurs
	19
	CMSM Board

	Fri
	20
	To Chicago

	Sat
	21
	

	Sun
	22
	12PM Montini HS dedication / 6:45PM to Charleston

	Mon
	23
	Lasallian Association/Secondary Schools Administrators

	Tues
	24
	Lasallian Association/Secondary Schools Administrators

	Wed
	25
	Ash Wednesday/ Secondary Schools Administrators

	Thurs
	26
	To Chicago / Tri-University Mtg.

	Fri
	27
	Tri-university Mtg.

	Sat
	28
	 

	
	
	


Brother Francis Carr, Visitor, Midwest 

March

	Sun
	1
	

	Mon
	2
	

	Tues
	3
	To Tel Aviv

	Wed
	4
	Visit Bethlehem University

	Thurs
	5
	Bethlehem University

	Fri
	6
	Bethlehem University

	Sat
	7
	Bethlehem University

	Sun
	8
	To Newark

	Mon
	9
	To Chicago/ 12PM – CMSM Region meeting

	Tues
	10
	CMSM Region meeting

	Wed
	11
	 

	Thurs
	12
	

	Fri
	13
	LLI Graduation -- Belleville

	Sat
	14
	

	Sat
	15
	 

	Mon
	16
	3PM  - Dr. Sisbarro

	Tues
	17
	9AM – Community meeting

	Wed
	18
	 

	Thurs
	19
	 

	Fri
	20
	CMSM Executive Committee Conference call

	Sat
	21
	 

	Sun
	22
	 

	Mon
	23
	Winona Communities Visit

	Tues
	24
	Winona Communities Visit

	Wed
	25
	Winona Communities Visit

	Thurs
	26
	Winona Communities Visit

	Fri
	27
	Winona Communities Visit/ Roger Betzold?

	Sat
	28
	 

	Sun
	29
	Lasallian Awards

	Mon
	30
	Kansas City Visits

	Tues
	31
	Kansas City Visits
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