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Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world… whoever follows me will have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.” (John 8:12)

 (light the candle)

Lord Jesus, you said that where two or three come together in your name, you are there with them.  The light of this candle symbolizes your presence among us, and the fire of your spirit [image: image2.png]


within our vocation.

And so, let us remember…

All:  …that we are in the holy presence of God.

Our Lasallian Heritage: Brother Solomon 

Once the monarchy had been overthrown early in the French Revolution, the next target was the Church. In 1790 the Civil Constitution of the Clergy gave the state complete control over the Church in France. In order to continue to function, priests and religious were forced to take an oath to support the constitution. Most of the Brothers refused and so were forced gradually to abandon their schools and communities. Eventually the Institute was deprived altogether of legal status in France. 


Brother Solomon was secretary to Brother Agathon, the Superior General, after having been a teacher, director and bursar. He always showed a great love for people and a great attachment to his work. Having refused to take an oath, he lived alone in Paris in secrecy. We still have many of his letters to his family. The last one is dated August 15, 1792. That very day he was arrested and imprisoned in the Carmelite monastery, which had become a prison, together with several bishops and priests. On September 2, almost all the prisoners were killed by sword in the monastery garden. He was beatified on October 17, 1926, together with 188 of his fellow martyrs. He was the first one of our martyrs and also the first Brother to be beatified.

Pause to reflect

From the WRITINGS OF THE FOUNDER:
Antiphon
Your minds must be renewed by a spiritual revolution

   so that you can put on the new self

   that has been created in God's way.    (Eph 423‑24)

We must expect to be ill‑treated in this world           
 

Med 95:3

   after having worked all our life for God,


   and this will enable us to find him,


   and have that peace within us


   which the saints enjoyed amidst all their sufferings....


Show by your silence....that you are ready to endure all these things for God's sake.

Often remind yourself that you should be a person of prayer,

Med 187:2

   for you have to intercede not only for yourself


   but also for those for whom you are responsible,


   and for the good of their souls.


Examine yourself seriously                        
 


MTR 14:1, cont.

   in regard to all your responsibilities....


   so that death will not surprise you


   in any regrettable condition.


You have to teach the truths of faith to your pupils.... 

Med 135:2

To this work you should devote yourself wholeheartedly,


   and even sacrifice your life if necessary


   in order to accomplish it properly.

Our Lasallian Heritage: Brothers Roger, Uldaric and Leon

On Sunday, October 1, 1995, Pope John Paul II beatified 64 martyrs: the priest John Baptist Souzy's group (the Vicar General of La Rochelle), who, along with 63 companions, died as victims of suffering for the faith during the French Revolution. They are called “martyrs of the hulks of Rochefort” because of the place where they were held as prisoners. The name hulk was given to the old boats ordinarily used as storage ships, hospitals or prison ships. There were two boats that served as prisons: "The Two Associates" and the "Washington" and these were based in Rochefort, where the river Charente emptied, in the department (county) of Rochelle.

There were in all 827 priest and religious prisoners, the majority of whom had refused to swear the oath of the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, which would be considered an apostasy of the faith. Of the 827 prisoners, 542 of them died during the months of captivity in the pontoons: from April 11, 1794 to February 7, 1795. All had to endure terrible suffering and vexations for the faith and they died as a result of maltreatment. The 285 survivors were freed on February 12, 1795, and they were able to return to their places of origin. Some of them left written testimony about the heroic examples of their martyred companions.

Among the prisoners of the hulks were seven Brothers of the Christian Schools: Roger, Leon, Uldaric, Pierre-Christophe, Donat-Joseph, Avertin and Jugon. The last three survived and were liberated on February 12, 1795. The first four died in prison but in the group of the beati, only Brothers Roger, Leon and Uldaric are included. Information about the fourth, Brother Pierre-Christophe, was unavailable and so he was not included in the group.

PAUSE

INTERCESSIONS       (Lord hear Our Prayer)          

We pray:

   ‑ for those who will face a crisis of conscience today. . .
   ‑ for those who will pay a price for their commitment and allegiance. . .
   ‑ for our country, and for ourselves: that we may be good servants, but God's first. . .
   ‑ that our own sacrifices may be made joyfully. . .
 - that God "will be pleased to make the Institute grow and bear fruit day by day."                          (MTR 15)
CONCLUDING PRAYER
O God, strengthen us by the example of your Blessed martyrs, Solomon, Roger, Uldaric & Leon

 that we may always follow conscience and promote in the young people you entrust to us

a critical stance towards contemporary society.       




 (Rule: 13c)
May we all grow in wisdom and integrity of character and grow ever closer to you. 

Bless this place and all who are connected with it.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Saint John Baptist de La Salle---pray for us.

Blessed Martyrs of the French Revolution---pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hearts---forever!
BROTHERS SOLOMON, ROGER, ULDARIC & LEON, 


Martyrs of the French Revolution 


September 2











