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August 2010
District Day was a success

Over eighty Brothers met at Lewis University on July 24th for the annual District Day event. The day started with Brother Frank Carr giving a State of the District report. He noted that Brothers Michael French, Dominic Ehrmantraut and Thomas Sullivan will be returning to the District from overseas ministries. He reported on Brother Postulant Tony Elfering who will start teaching in the spring 2011 semester and on Tom Wegesin who will enter the postulancy this fall at Jeremy House. Brother Stephen Markham will be moving to Jeremy House to assist with the program. In addition, he spoke about several other topics of interest to the Brothers: the nomination process for the next Visitor, the Called to be Brother program, the cause of Brother James Miller, the District Strategic Plan, the formation of school Board members, the revised policies of the Midwest District for Ethical Ministry from Praesidium, and the visit of the Superior General in April 2011.

Jubilarians were honored at Lewis
The Jubilee Celebration for the Brothers of the Midwest District took place at Lewis University on July 24th. Fr. Aurelian O’Dowd presided at the liturgy. Following the proclamation of the gospel, Brother Frank Carr spoke about the seventeen Brothers and then they renewed their vows as part of the ceremony. The jubilarians included the following: 70th - Brother Terence McLaughlin; 60th - Brothers Marvin Becker, Ignatius Brown, William Brynda, Cyril Litecky, Denis Murphy, Martin Spellman; 50th - Brothers Christopher Buck, Kent Connolly, Kevin Fitzgerald, James Gaffney, Richard Paszkiet, Roderick Robertson (who was unable to attend), Edward Staszak, Daniel Susek, Robert Thomas; 25th - Brother Gary Smith. 

Process for the next Visitor continues

During District Day on July 24th Brother James Zullo led the Brothers through a process to obtain information that will help with the discernment process for the next Visitor. The Brothers divided into small groups to discuss two topics: (1) What is needed in District leadership today? (2) What do you see as the top three priorities moving forward? A reporter from each group summarized the discussions, and the reports were tabulated for future reference. The four Brother Candidates spoke and mentioned what they saw as the significant issues that came from the Brothers. The next phase of the discernment will be the mailing to all the Brothers the second ballot on September 6th with the names of the final candidates. The ballots will be returned by the end of September and will be sent unopened to Brother Superior General. A few weeks later he will announce his appointment of the next Brother Visitor for the Midwest District. The term of the next Visitor begins on July 1, 2011.
Schedule of visits will be published soon

Brothers Frank Carr and Larry Schatz are working together to schedule their visits to the communities of the District. Their calendar will be published very soon. 
2010-2011 District Directory will soon be ready
The 2010-2011 Midwest District Directory is scheduled to go to the printer the week of August 23rd.  The plan is for distribution to the Brothers, communities and ministries the week of September 10th.  Changes continue to happen throughout the year and will be posted in the monthly News Notes so everyone can update as needed. If anyone has a change in the current directly which has not already been reported or an addition, correction or deletion, please email Cheryl Garrigan - cgarrigan@cbmidwest.org or call her at 630-323-3725 ext.209.  
District Team will attend August retreat
The members of the Midwest District Team will participate in a planning retreat at the Cenacle in Chicago from August 24-26. The first task will be planning for the coming year, and then the members will attempt to develop plans for the next several years. Brother Frank Carr hopes to create some lists that can be shared with the new Visitor when he is named later in the fall. The other District team members are Brother Larry Schatz, Tina Bonacci, and Brothers Tom Hetland, Joe Saurbier, Pat Conway, Kevin Convey and Joseph Martin.

Lasallian Volunteers attended a retreat

The 2009-2010 Lasallian Volunteers gathered at La Salle Manor Retreat Center in Plano, IL, on May 27-30 for their debriefing retreat. The weekend was facilitated by Brother Brian Henderson and offered a chance for the volunteers to reflect and process their years as Lasallian Volunteers. The Volunteer staff thanked the volunteers for their years of service, sending off thirty-three volunteers to their next endeavors and welcoming back nineteen volunteers. The weekend included a celebration for the years of service that staff members Jim Ruck and Martin Richard provided to the program. 
District Office welcomed Brother Gus

Brother Gus Sinco has recently joined the Provincial Office staff in Burr Ridge. His area will be District Communications, especially with the District website and related technology. A recent graduate from De Paul University with a Masters in Applied Technology, he has served in the Midwest District since 1996, first for nine years in the San Miguel Schools in Chicago and then one year as principal of San Juan Diego School in Racine. Gus has been a member of the Midwest District since 1999, when he transferred from the Venezuela District. He is already working diligently to improve the District website. Stay tuned for a re-launch of a "new and improved" website in September! Welcome, Brother Gus!

Four LTIP Alums Move into the Classroom
Brother Postulant Tony Elfering, a member of the second cohort of LTIP, will graduate from La Salle University in Philadelphia in December and begin teaching at Bishop Kelley H.S. in Tulsa in January 2011. When he decided to join the Brothers and the Postulancy, he had to transfer from SMUMN to La Salle. He will be teaching religion and assisting in campus ministry, choir, and theater. Adam Runge (SMUMN ’10), a member of the first cohort of LTIP, will begin his teaching career at Roncalli H.S. in Manitowoc, WI this fall.  In addition to teaching religion, Adam will be the head freshman basketball coach, assistant varsity basketball coach, and assist the campus minister and administration with volunteer service opportunities. Andrew (Drew) Knobbe (LU ’10), a member of the first cohort of LTIP, will begin teaching this fall at Regina Dominican in Wilmette, IL. Drew will teach religion and assist the campus ministers with school liturgies as a musician. Jim Trebisovsky (Bethel University ’10), a member of the first cohort, entered the program at SMUMN with the intention of majoring in math. While tutoring Spanish-speaking students at De La Salle at Blessed Sacrament in Memphis, however, he changed his major to English as a Second Language (ESL). Because SMUMN did not offer this major, Jim transferred to Bethel University in St. Paul. He begins his career as an ESL teacher in August at Newport Elementary School in Newport, MN. 
The fourth LTIP group will start soon

LTIP Cohort 4 begins August 28 at La Salle Institute (Glencoe) with the orientation and academic work at Glencoe. The young men are Johnny Borck (SMUMN), Kyle Garesche (SMUMN), Dan Hettinger (LU), Tom Iven (SMUMN), Sam Olsem (SMUMN), and Victor Scimeca (LU).  The Lasallian Teacher Immersion Program has shifted from the second semester to the first semester. The participants are tentatively set to spend two weeks at Glencoe, followed by three weeks at Holy Family Catholic Worker in Kansas City, three weeks at De La Salle at Blessed Sacrament in Memphis, three weeks at Ocean Tides (for court-adjudicated youth) in Narragansett, RI, one week at Jeremy House in Philadelphia, three weeks at Christian Brothers College H.S. in St. Louis, and one week at Glencoe to complete their academic work and final exams. The following have generously agreed to assist with the orientation and classes: Brother Frank Carr (cooking and etiquette classes), Brother Kevin Convey (education classes), Brother Stephen Markham (theology classes), and Brother Larry Schatz (theology classes). Brother Pat Conway wants to thank the following: Brother Louis Rodemann for his assistance in making the necessary arrangements for the participants to live and serve at Holy Family; Michael Sawicki and Brother Bill Brynda at La Salle Institute, Brother Mark Snodgrass and Donna Shivers at De La Salle at Blessed Sacrament, Brother Brendan Gerrity and Brother John McMahon at Ocean Tides, Michael England and Brother David Poos at CBCHS. 

Postulants received the habit

In July 9th ceremonies at Christian Brothers Academy in Lincroft, NJ, postulants Michael Miller and Tony Baginski received the Brother’s robe. On hand for the event were 138 Brothers of DENA. Michael and Tony will join Anwar Martinez and Ken Kalinowski, also of DENA, and Lewis Harwood, a young man from Australia, at the Regional Novitiate in Napa, CA. The novitiate year will begin on August 14th. 

Lasallian Volunteers prepare for the coming year

On July 24th thirty-eight new recruits joined nineteen returning Lasallian Volunteers at La Salle University for their orientation program for the coming year. This will be the largest group in the history of the Volunteers, and some are returning to Tucson and Minneapolis to Cristo Rey high schools. On July 29th the volunteers traveled to the DENA Provincial Offices in Lincroft, NJ, where they had training sessions in the morning. In the afternoon they relaxed at the pool and socialized with the Brothers. The day closed with the first annual Lasallian Volunteer Awards ceremony and dinner. The Farrell Community Award, named after Brother Michael Farrell recognizes a Brother or Partner who has lived with the Lasallian Volunteers. Named after Brother John Johnston, the Johnston Faith Award acknowledges someone who supports the volunteers through time, talent or treasure. An alumnus of the Lasallian Volunteers who has continued a life of service receives the Bassen Service Award, named after Brother Christopher Bassen. 
Nurses’ meeting was held in Memphis

The District Nurses - Pat Bader, Sheila Cusack and Cathie Swanson – met in Memphis on July 9-11 with Brother Frank Carr and Brother Joseph Martin. The discussions centered on expectations for the year ahead, a review of assignments, the changing role of the nurses, and best practices from the past year. Doctors Robert and Gordon Kraus, both affiliated members, met with the group to review men’s health issues including aging, medications, alcohol use, and wellness. On Friday evening the group attended a social and dinner with the Brothers at CBU, and on Saturday evening the group attended mass with the CBHS community and enjoyed dinner at a local restaurant. The nurses also had time for a few tours in the Memphis area. Discussions are still ongoing to identify a nurse for the Winona area. During the meeting the decision was made to pull the Health News pages from the monthly News Notes, and the nurses will publish a separate Health newsletter each month. 
The Meeds family was featured

The July 14th issue of the Catholic Spirit in the St. Paul/Minneapolis Archdiocese had a feature article on Jerome Meeds, Director of Dunrovin, and his family. 
http://thecatholicspirit.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4052&Itemid=136 
Brother Kevin Dalmasse stepped down

After five and a half years of leadership, Brother Kevin Dalmasse completed his tenure as Regional Director of Education on July 31st. During his time as the Director he oversaw the annual Huether Conference, and with some others he established the Lasallian Association of Secondary School Chief Administrators. The Huether Conference now hosts 300 or more participants annually. LASSCA is possibly the largest religious congregational association of Catholic secondary school administrators in the country. He will return to his alma mater, Central Catholic H.S. in Pittsburgh, where he will teach religion and government and coach Forensics. 
Happy Birthday Brother! 

This feature supports Brothers who are in Skilled Care or Assisted Living. Remember these Brothers on their birthdays and send them a card or letter. 

· Brother Joseph Wilhelm will celebrate his 88th birthday on August 21st. Carmel Manor, 100 Carmel Manor Rd., Fort Thomas, KY, 41075.  

Directory Updates
· Brother Paul French: Resurrection Community, 7260 W Peterson #207, Chicago IL 60631. (773) 775-2346.

· Brother Kevin Brutcher new email - brother.kevin@totinograce.org
· Brother George Fowley: Resurrection Community, 7268 W. Peterson Ave., #419, Chicago, IL 60631. (773) 775-1722.

· Brother Charles Burke: Callista Court, 1455 W. Broadway #207, Winona, MN 55987. Phone: 507-457-3843. Same email address. 

· Helias Interparish High School in Jefferson City, MO, has officially changed its name to Helias Catholic High School.  
· Brother Bill Brynda new email: brk.brynda@hotmail.com
· Brother Gustavo Sinco: Provincialate Community, 5353 S. Narragansett Ave., Chicago, IL, 60638-1345. (773) 586-0562

· Brother Jerome Rademacher: St. Anne Extended Health Care, 1347 W. Broadway, #216, Winona, MN 55987. (507) 454-3621, ext. 216.    
· Brother Dominic Ehrmantraut: Lambert Hall Community, Christian Brothers University, 650 E. Parkway South, Memphis, TN 38104. Office: 901-321-3286. 

eomfeehr@yahoo.com 
· Brother Stephen Markham: Jeremy House, 6633 Ardleigh Street, Philadelphia, PA 19119. (215) 567-5500. smarkham@cbmidwest.org 

· Brother Michael French: De La Salle Community, 3347 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL  60616. (312) 225-7729.

· Brother Leon Leba: Temporary - Alder Center, 4bis, Rue des Freres Blais,                             94200 Ivry Sur Seine, France. Tel: 33 01 49 60 14 80. email: bllfsc@yahoo.com
· Brother Louis Rodemann: Sangre De Cristo Center, 410 State Rd., #592, Santa Fe, NM 87506-0070. (505) 983-7291. 
· Brother Chris Ford email: ceford0610@gmail.com . In August he will be moving to the Westmont South Community in Westmont, IL. 
Health Updates

· Brother Stan Sobczyk had a lung biopsy on May 18th to help determine the cause of his breathing problem. Analysis indicated that he is suffering from a lung disease that will significantly curtail any activities in the years ahead.  On June 30, 2010 he retired from the School of Applied Theology. He will be working with the staff at Stanford University Hospital. He will continue to be a part of the Alemany Community at St. Mary’s College in Moraga, CA. 
· Brother Joseph Seiler had his right eye cataract removed on July 12th at Loyola Medical Center and had his left eye cataract removed at Loyola on July 26th.
· Lawrence Stoffel, 73, brother of Brother Leonard, is at a memory care facility in Las Vegas, suffering from Alzheimer's disease.  He is a '54 graduate of CBC-St Louis and was a professional musician for 45 years. His health is declining.
Congratulations to
· Brother Michael Quirk who was awarded the Ed. D. from DePaul University on June 3rd. 
· Brother Joel McGraw who will receive a Diversity Memphis Humanitarian of the Year Award 2010 at a dinner on September 19th at Ave Maria Home in Memphis. 

· Brother Louis Rodemann who was featured in the National Catholic Reporter in June on the occasion of his retirement from the Kansas City Catholic Worker House after 28 years of dedicated service. 
Rest in Peace
· Brother Denis (Herman) Sutter, 74, of St. Joseph, MO, formerly of Jefferson City, died on July 31st.  A De La Salle Christian Brother for 52 years, he was born in St. Joseph, MO, the son of Fred and Georgia (Cottrill) Sutter. He attended St. Joseph Cathedral Grade School and graduated from Christian Brothers H.S. in 1953. In 1958, he entered the novitiate in Glencoe, MO, and in 1963 he professed his final vows. Brother Denis earned his B.A. degree in 1962 from St. Mary’s College in Winona, MN, and his M.Ed. degree in 1979 from Xavier University in Cincinnati, OH. During his years as an educator, he started teaching in Memphis, TN, and then in Jefferson City, MO. He taught at Christian Brothers H.S. in St. Joseph, MO, from 1967 to 1970 and at Christian Brothers H.S. in Memphis, TN, from 1970 to 1997. Most recently he taught at Helias H.S. in Jefferson City, MO, from 1997 to 2008 when he retired. Survivors include his sister Betty Sutter of St. Joseph, MO, his brother, Aubrey Sutter (Annie) of Chesapeake, VA, a sister-in-law, Marjorie Sutter of Lincoln, NE. Mass of Christian Burial was held at 11:00 a.m. August 10th at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Jefferson City. Interment followed in Resurrection Cemetery.  
· Melvin “Willie” Olson, 88, father of Tim Olson, Principal of Roncalli –Manitowoc, died on June 25th in Fargo, ND. Survivors include nine other children and 15 grandchildren among others. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Holy Spirit Catholic Church on June 30th with interment at Holy Cross North Cemetery.

· Patricia L. Franzwa, 71, sister of Brother James Krause, died on June 15th. Other survivors include her husband, four sons, and two daughters among others. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on June 18th in Brainerd, MN.
· Carol A. Haskell, 69, sister of David Uhler, died on June 7th at her Long Beach, CA, home. Former Brother Gabriel Barry, he entered the novitiate in 1963 and withdrew from the Institute in 1969. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on July 13th at St. Peter Church in Mendota Heights, MN, and burial was at Resurrection Cemetery. 
Engaging Aging: Prayer of an Older Person

Lord, you know better than I know myself that I am growing older, and will someday be old.  Keep me from getting talkative and particularly from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.  Release me from craving to try to straighten out everybody’s affairs.  Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details.  Give me wings to get to the point. I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ pains.  Help me to endure them with patience. But seal my lips on my own aches and pains. They are increasing and my pleasure in rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years pass. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet.  I do not want to be a saint.  It is so hard to live with some of them.  And a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the devil. 
Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not bossy.  With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity to not to use it all.  But you know, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.  Amen!
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